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Foreword 


ii 


The  story  of  the  Wilson  family  and  its  allied  lineages,  reaching 
back  as  they  do  into  the  Colonial  period  of  our  history,  is  well  worth 
recording.  Not  only  for  the  Wilsons  themselves,  but  for  students  of 
family  history,  heredity  and  sociology  as  well. 

Its  members  have  played  more  or  less  active  parts  in  building 
up  the  state  and  nation.  Lives  of  such  civic  leaders  as  Manlove  Hayes,  Jr. 
have  enriched  the  state,  as  have  those  of  colorful  politician  D.  Mifflin 
Wilson,  and  able  state  employee  Ralph  Carmalt  Wilson.  Their  boat-building 
ancestor  John  Wilson  backed  John  Fitch  and  John  Rumsey  in  their  struggles 
to  perfect  the  steamboat.  Our  freedom  was  won  through  the  efforts  of  Rev¬ 
olutionary  patriots  like  Jacob,  and  Jacob  Samuel  Howell  of  Philadelphia. 
Humanitarianism,  too,  gained  ground  when  Daniel,  Daniel,  Jr.,  and  Warner 
Mifflin  freed  their  slaves,  established  them  as  farmers,  and  helped  legis¬ 
late  laws  for  their  betterment.  These  men  and  their  wives  helped  make  the 
country  a  more  agreeable  place,  let  us  hope,  in  which  to  live. 

The  writer  is  indebted  to  others  whose  works  are  indicated  in 
footnotes,  and  especially  to  Mrs.  Natalie  (Wilson)  Clothier  whose  able, 
and  interesting  Wilson  family  history  is  soon  to  be  published. 

This  book  itself  was  commissioned  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Katharine 
(Beers)  Wilson  to  collate  various  family  data  for  her  grandchildren,  and 
she  has  generously  had  copies  made  for  members  of  the  Wilson  family,  and 
others  to  whom  this  book  may  be  useful.  The  suggestions  of  Mrs.  Wilson, 
and  of  her  husband  Mr.  Ralph  C.  Wilson,  have  added  very  much  to  the  book’s 
value  as  has  the  interested  and  efficient  work  of  Mrs.  Gladys  Deaver  Roscoe 
in  typing  and  mimeographing. 


George  Valentine  Massey  II 
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James  Wilson  c.  1692  Sarah 
b.  c .  1668  b. 

d.  1 7UU  d,  before  6  mo.  18,  173b 

Issue: 

1.  James  (b.  1693 ) ^  of  this  line 

2.  Joseph  (b.  12  mo.  16,  1695) 

3.  Sarah  (3  mo.  5,  1698 — 8  mo.  31,  1698) 

I4.  Mary  (b.  8  mo.  19,  1699) 

5.  George  (b.  6  mo.  3,  1701) 

6.  William  (b.  6  mo.  3,  1703) 

7.  Thomas  (b*  10  mo.  8,  1706) 

James  Wilson,  Jr.  1728  Sarah  Nock 

b.  1693  b.  1706 

d#  177b  living  9  mo.  2,  1751 

Issue: 

1*  Margaret  (b.  11  mo.  13,  1728) 

2.  Thomas  (b.  1730),  of  this  line 

3.  George  (b,  2  mo.  8,  1732) 
h*  Daniel  (9  mo.  18,  173b) 

5*  Rachel  (b.  11  mo.  10,  1736),  married  Mr.  George 

6.  Mary  Ann  (b.  8  mo.  15,  1739),  married  Mr.  Sand 

7.  Eyre  (b.  12  mo.  20,  17Ul) 

8.  Christopher,  twin  of  Sarah 

9*  Sarah  (b.  7  mo.  18,  17b5),  married  Mr.  Neal 
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10.  Southey  (b.  8  mo.  9,  17b9) 

11,  Ann  (b.  9  mo.  2,  1751) 

Thomas  Wilson  175b  Ruth  Hoskins 
b.  1730  b. 

d.  1812  d.  1770-3 

m.  1775  Jane  Larkin,  widow 

m.  1783  Hannah  Dutton,  widow 

Issue  by  Ruth  Hoskins: 

1.  Sarah  (b.  10  mo.  18,  1755) 

2.  Ezekiel  (b.  1  mo.  3,  1758) 

3.  John  (b.  3  mo.  10,  1760),  of  this  line 
b*  James  (b.  1  mo.  27 ,  1763) 

5.  Mary  (b.  8  mo.  13 *  1765) 

6.  Susanna,  twin  of  Mary 

7*  Thomas  (b.  11  mo.  18,  1770) 

Issue  by  Jane  Larkin: 

8.  George  (b.  10  mo.  6,  1777) 

John  Wilson  _  Sarah 

b,  1760  b.  1760 

d.  1.822  d.  1789 

m.  1791  Elizabeth  Pyle 


Issue  by  Sarah: 

1*  Sarah,  married  in  1808,  Daniel  Neall 
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2,  Thomas  (b.  1781;),  of  this  line 

3*  Margaret,  married  I8l6,  George  Pryor  of  Philadelphia 

Issue  by  Elizabeth  Pyle 

1.  died  in  infancy 

2.  died  in  infancy 

3*  daughter,  died  in  infancy 

b.  Mary  Ann,  married  1  mo.  13,  1820,  Thomas  McClintock  of  Phila¬ 
delphia 

5>.  Isaac  F,  ,  married  Sina  Choat  (d.  1839),  and  settled  at  New 
Washington,  Indiana.  After  Sina’s  death  he  married  Perdilla  Dixon,  widow 

Thomas  Wilson  1810  Mary  Howell  Mifflin 
b.  c^  178b  b.  1791 

d.  1821  d.  lObO 

Issue: 

1.  Daniel  Mifflin 

2.  John 

3.  Edward  Warner 

b.  Thomas  Williams  (b.  l8l8),  of  this  line 


Thomas  Williams  Wilson  l8b5  Sophie  McMinoray 
b.  1818  b.  1820 


d.  188b 


d.  1871 


Issue: 


1.  daughter,  died  in  infancy 
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2.  daughter,  died  in  infancy 

3.  Susan  II.  (8  mo.  15,  1851 — 2  mo.  28,  1918),  died  unmarried 

U.  Thomas  W.,  Jr.  (b.  1853  or  5U)  who  married  Mary  Anne  Bartlett 
and  had  sons  Howard  Mifflin,  and  Thomas  W*,  III 

5*  Annie  (1853 — 1856) 

6.  Daniel  Mifflin  (1856 — 19H8),  of  this  line 
"7*  Charles  Edward  (9  mo.  25,  1858 — 10  mo.  12,  1861) 

8 .  Mary 

9.  Sophie,  Jr.  (Daisy)  (b.  l86l),  who  married  April  10,  1890, 
William  Bradford  and  had  issue  Lucinda,  who  married  Francis  R.  Darby  and 
Franklin  Heverin  Shakespeare;  and  William,  Jr.,  now  of  Dover  who  married 
Josephine  Zinkeisen  and  Gene  P.  von  Seckendorff 

Daniel  Mifflin  Wilson  i860  Edith  Hayes 

b,  1856  b.  1855 

d.  1938  d.  1910 

Issue: 

1.  Manlove  Hayes  (May  H,  1882 — June  17,  1958),  married  Mary  Gehr; 
and  has  one  son  Manlove  Hayes,  Jr.  who  married  in  I9I4I  Sarah  B.  Jonesc 
They  have  two  sons,  Daniel  Mifflin,  and  Richard  Hayes 

2.  Daniel  Mifflin,  Jr.  (Oct.  17,  1887— Jan.  22,  1888) 

3.  Ralph  Carmalt  (b.  Jan.  29,  1890),  of  this  line 

li.  Richard  Emerson  (b.  June  16,  1893),  married  Sarah  Wharton,  and 
had  two  daughters,  Mary  Ann  (Mrs.  Joseph  Francis  Slowey),  and  Elisabeth 
Wharton  (Mrs.  William  Paul  Livingston)  who  has  two  children,  Joanne  and 


Carol  June 
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Ralph  Carnalt  Wilson  1913  Elizabeth  Katharine  Beers 

b.  1890  b.  1893 

Issue: 

1*  Edith  (b.  Feb*  1,  1919)  married  June  6,  1936,  Luther  Dreher 
Shank,  Jr,  and  had:  Deborah  Hart  (b.  Dec.  19,  1939,  Constance  Ann  (b,  June 
16,  19hl),  and  Luther  Dreher,  III  (b.  Feb.  29,  19hU) «  She  married  Nov.  16, 
I960,  James  Edward  Sincell 

2.  Henry  Irving  Beers  (b.  July  17,  1916)  married  Feb.  1,  19hl, 
Elizabeth  Jane  (b.  June  12,  1920),  daughter  of  Marvin  and  Louella  (Newton) 
Ross  of  Oil  City.  They  have  one  daughter,  Katherine  Elisabeth  (b.  Jan.  1' , 
19)43 


James  Wilson,  Tanner,  of  T albot  County,  Maryland 

James  Wilson  (c.  1668 — 17UU)  was  a  Quaker  tanner  who  settled  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Choptank  River  in  Talbot  County,  Maryland,  towards  the 
end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Betx-jeen  1693  and  1721  he  acquired  several 
tracts  of  land  around  Kingston,  in  Talbot  County,  as  well  as  a  house  and  1  r.\ 
there.  It  is  not  clear  just  where  his  tanyard  lay.  He  mentions  it  in  his 
will,  along  with  his  dwelling  plantation  Brotherly  Kindness,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Great  Choptank  "over  and  against  Kingston,"  adjacent  land  in 
Dorchester  County,  "flewharty  and  Marys  Insight,"  and  a  place  called  Cabin 
Ridge,'1' 

He  had  married  Sarah  about  1692,  and  the  births  of  their  seven  child¬ 
ren,  beginning  with  the  eldest  son  James  (b.  1693),  of  this  line,'1'  are  given 

2 

on  the  Wilson  Chart,  and  are  recorded  at  Third  Haven  Monthly  Meeting. 
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In  his  will,  executed  6  mo,  18,  1733  (proved  Feb,  27,  1730),  he  left 
the  lot  purchased  from  Stephen  Durden,  one-half  his  tanyard,  and  32  acres 
of  Brotherly  Kindness  to  his  son  James,  of  this  line.  The  residue  of  his 
estate  was  divided  among  his  sons  Thomas,  William,  George  and  Joseph,  and 
two  grandchildren.  He  left  3  pounds  towards  repairing  Tuckahoe  Friends 
Meeting  House,  and  named  his  sons  James,  Joseph,  William  and  Thomas,  execu¬ 
tors;  His  wife  Sarah  was  evidently  deceased  as  she  was  not  mentioned  in  the 
will « ^ 

James  had  led  a  good  life;  he  had  served  faithfully  in  the  Meeting 
and  reared  his  children  well*  He  was  buried,  according  to  a  marginal  note 
in  the  records,  in  his  family  burying  ground, 

James  Wilson,  Jr,,  Cordwainer  and  Planter  of  Talbot  County 

Second  Generation 

James  Wilson,  Jr,  (11  mo,  10,  1693 — 1773)  evidently  chose  shoemakirr 
for  his  branch  of  the  leather  business,  and  was  called  cordwainer  when  he 
married  Mary  Berry  in  Talbot  County  10th  month  19,  1716.  James  Wilson,  Sr, 
was  a  witness,^ 

After  Mary’s  death  James  married  Sarah  (b ,  11 'mo.  26,  1706),  the 
twin  daughter  of  Thomas  (d.  1723)  and  Sarah  (Eyre)  Nock,  at  Duck  Creek  Meet¬ 
ing,  Kent  County,  on  the  Delaware,  2  month  22,  1728.  Her  parents  had  re¬ 
moved  from  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  where  Sarah’s  maternal  aunt,.  Mary 
Eyre,  was  married  to  Edward  Mifflin."*  (See  Mifflin.) 

James  and  Sarah  Wilson  lived  near  his  father  at  Kingston,  in  Talbot 
County,  where  he  doubtless  made  shoes  from  his  father’s  leather.  The  births 
of  their  ten  children,  including  Thomas  (b.  1730)  the  eldest  son,  of  this 
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line,  are  recorded  at  Third  Haven  Meeting 

Sarah  Nock  Wilson  died  after  9  month  2,  175>1,  when  her  youngest 
child  was  born.  James  survived  her,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-one. 

In  his  younger  days  he  had  been  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Meeting 
but  his  will  suggests  that  he  had  left  that  faith.  This  will,  executed 
August  31?  1771  (proved  June  7,  177U)j  left  "Brotherly  Kindness,"  which  his 
father  had  given  to  him,  to  the  Rev.  Philip  Walker.  His  son  Thomas,  of  t-r-s 
line,  received  land  called  "The  Addition,"  in  Kent  County  on  the  Delaware 
providing  he  pay  30  pounds  to  his  brother  Southey.  Southey  also  inherited 
land  in  Kent  County  which  his  father  had  bought  for  5>00  pounds.  Daniel 
Wilson  inherited  the  tracts  Silvin  Yard,  John1 s  Neck,  White  Oak  Swamp, 

Middle  Spring,  and  Wilson’s  Lot.  Another  son  George,  who  lived  on  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  received  20  pounds  and  what  his  father  had  lent  him,  and  Christopher 
inherited  land  called  Partnership. 

James’s  daughters  were  Sarah  Bayard  (Baynard),  Mary  Ann  Sand, 

Rachel  George,  and  Sarah  Neal.  His  sons  Daniel  and  Southey  were  named 

7 

trustees. 

Thomas  Wilson  of  Great  Geneva.,  Kent  County  on  the  Delaware 

Third  Generation 

Thomas  Wilson  (7  mo.  6,  1730 — 11  mo.  22,  lBl2),  the  eldest  son  vf  Li 
parents,  was  born  on  the  family  land  at  or  near  Kingston,  in  Talbot  C our  .by, 
and  at  twenty-two  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  Kent  County  on  the  Delaware 
where  his  mother’s  family,  the  Nocks,  still  lived. 

His  father  interceded  in  securing  a  certificate  from  Third  Haven 
Meeting  dated  3  month  30,  17^2,  recommending  him  to  the  care  of  Friends  r t 


r.oe  fa  d'oLb  erf J-  t(SX8C 
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Duck  Creek  which  that  Meeting  recorded  5  month  18,  1752,  with  the  remark, 
"well  received,"  He  soon  took  an  active  part  in  the  Meeting’s  affairs  and 
on  the  h  month  20,  175U,  he  and  Ruth  Hoskins  appeared  before  the  Meeting  and 
declared  their  intentions  of  marriage. 

The  wedding  took  place  6  month  6,  175b*  at  the  house  of  his  uncle 
Ezekiel  Nock.  His  father  had  come  from  Talbot,  and  a  large  number  of  Nock 
and  Wilson  relatives  were  there.  So  were  members  of  the  Cowgill,  Clayton, 
Jenkins,  Johns,  and  Chicken  families.  Only  one  Hoskins  attended,  whose  name 
was  Stephen,  and  the  fact  he  signed  directly  under  the  groom’s  father  makes 

O 

it  appear  that  he  was  Ruth’s  parent. 

Thomas  prospered,  and  in  1763  bought  a  300-acre  farm  in  Murderkill 

Hundred  on  the  north  west  side  of  Tidberry  Branch  called  Great  Geneva.  The 

o 

price  he  paid  Marcy  Beauchamp  was  199  pounds  and  10  shillings.7  He  was  at 
home  in  this  neighborhood  where  the  Nocks  had  lived  since  1715 .  His  Nock 
uncles  still  owned  the  farm  "Tidbury, "  which  his  grandfather  Thomas  Nock 

10 

had  bought,  and  where  his  uncle  Ezekiel  Nock  had  built  a  new  grist  mill. 

Ezekiel  had  also  requested  the  liberty  of  holding  a  meeting  of  worship  for 

himself  and  other  pr lends  about  Tidbury  on  the  first,  and  week  days  during 

the  winter  season,  which  the  Duck  Creek  Meeting  granted,^ 

The  birth  dates  of  the  children  of  Thomas  and  Ruth  are  recorded  at 

12 

Duck  Creek,  and  appear  in  the  pedigree  chart.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  there  are  twins  in  this  group  of  children,  that  the  father,  Thomas, 
had  a  twin  brother  and  sister,  and  his  mother  herself  was  a  twin. 

Ruth  Wilson  died  before  10th  month  23,  1773>  probably  at  the  birth 
of  her  son  Thomas,  Jr.  in  1770,  for  on  the  former  date  Thomas  requested  a 
certificate:  for  himself  and  children  to  Chester  Monthly  Meeting,  Here  he 


■ 
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settled  at  Ridley,  about  two  miles  from  the  present  Swarthmore,  and  before 
long  married  the  widow  Jane  Larkin  from  Upper  Providence,  The  wedding  took 
place  Uth  month  2U,  1775. ^ 

After  living  at  Ridley  eight  years  Thomas  and  his  family  were  granted 
a  certificate  of  removal  to  Concord  Meeting  in  1781.  Here  they  lived  at 
Upper  Chichester,  where  Jane  diedj  and  Thomas  married  his  third  wife,  Hannah, 
the  widow  of  Thomas  Dutton  of  Ashley,  The  ceremony  was  at  Chichester  12 
month  11,  1783.  Hannah  had  a  family  of  her  own,  Thomas  was  active  in  the 
Friends  Meeting  where  he  served  as  overseer  in  1790  and  1802, 

In  1789  he  bought  a  homestead  in  Lower  Chichester  Township  with  17 
acres  of  orchards,  meadows,  and  gardens  next  to  Jacob  Howell  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  After  that  his  widow  Hannah  moved  within  the 
bounds  of  Chester  Meeting  in  1813,  where  she  died  in  1825  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine.^ 

John  Wilson,  Boatbuilder  of  Kensington,  Philadelphia 

Fourth  Generation 

John  Wilson  (3  mo,  10,  1760 — -3  mo.  2,  1822),  the  second  son  of 
Thomas  and  Ruth,  was  born  in  Kent  County  on  the  Delaware,  where  he  spent 
his  boyhood  at  Great  Geneva.  He  was  thirteen  when  his  father  removed  to 
Ridley,  Pennsylvania. 

Soon  after  this  John  entered  his  apprenticeship  as  a  boatbuilder, 
probably  at  Kensington,  and  in  1782  was  complained  against  by  the  Friends  of 
Chester  Meeting  for  "exercising  in  the  military  discipline." 

This  may  explain  the  fact  that  his  marriage  to  Sarah,  whose  maiden 
name  is  not  known,  is  not  on  record  in  the  Meeting, 
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John  was  established  as  a  boatbuilder  in  Kensington  in  1785,  but 

resided  in  Elfreth’s  Alley,  Philadelphia,1^  that  picturesque  part  of  the  city 

which  is  preserved  today  in  its  colonial  aspect.  As  the  houses  weren’t 

numbered,  it  is  not  possible  to  know  just  where  he  lived. 

By  1786  he  had  made  enough  money  to  buy  two  houses  and  lots  in 

Kensington  assessed  at  ICO  pounds,  and  six  years  later  owned  three  houses 

,  16 

and  lots  and  "sundry  water  lotts"  assessed  at  luOO  pounds.  His  shipyard 
probably  occupied  one  of  these. 

Meanwhile  a  tragedy  befell  the  family  for  his  young  wife  Sarah  died 

during  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  of  1789,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,.  She 

was  buried  in  the  Northern  District  Friends  burying  ground,  and  her  death 

17 

recorded  in  the  Meeting  records.  She  left  three  young  children.  Tradition 
tells  that  during  one  of  these  yellow  fever  epidemics  John  took  his  family 
and  workmen  "down  country"  and  built  boats  in  the  woods. 

John  became  acquainted  with  John  Fitch,  the  clockmaker  and  silver¬ 
smith,  whose  dream  was  to  propell  a  boat  by  steam.  "During  the  days  of  his 
(Fitch’s)  aspiring  hopes  two  mechanics  were  of  sufficient  daring  to  work  for 
him,  aye  and  they  suffered  in  person  for  their  confidence  and  faith."  These, 
wrote  Watson  in  his  Annals  of  Philadelphia,  were  Peter  Brown  and  John 
Wilson" ..  .both  worthy  benevolent  men  much  esteemed  in  the  city." 

Not  only  was  John  Wilson  a  friend  and  supporter  of  Fitch,  but  he 
also  backed  the  inventor  John  Rumsey.  Rumsey  thought  along  the  same  lines 
as  Fitch  and,  also  hoped  to  build  a  steamboat.  Both  he  and  Fitch  claimed  to 
be  first  with  the  idea.  There  was  much  excitement  in  Philadelphia  about 
these  men  in  1788,  ’89  and  ’90,  with  broadsides  and  pamphlets  denouncing 
and  defending  them  and  their  inventions  at  the  same  time  for  both  had  to 
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depend  on  the  public's  financial  support.  Fitch’s  boat,  propelled  by  paddles 

in  the  stern,  was  constantly  going;  out  of  order.  When  a  Ruins eyan  Society  was 

formed  by  Benjamin  Franklin  and  others  to  send  John  Rumsey  to  England  to 

19 

secure  a  patent  for  his  invention,  John  Wilson  became  a  member. 

About  this  time  John  was  feeling  the  need  for  another  wife,  to  help 
rear  his  children.  So  on  5th  month  U,  1791*  he  married  in  Philadelphia 
Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Pyle  of  London  Grove  in 
Chester  County.  He  had  requested,  and  received  his  certificate  from  Chester 
Meeting. 

Such  eminent  Quakers  as  Thomas  P.  Cope,  the  shipping  magnate,  Nicho¬ 
las  Wain,  Thomas  Scattergood,  the  Fishers,  the  Evans,  and  others,  were  at 

20 

the  wedding  in  the  Southern  District  Friends  Meeting  House. 

The  next  important  entry  about  John’s  family  in  the  Quaker  Minutes 
of  the  Northern  District  Friends  Meeting  occurs  on  1st  month  3*  1797*  when 
"John  Wilson,  boatbuilder,  desires  that  his  three  children,  Margaret, 

Thomas,  and  Sarah  in  their  minority  may  be  considered  members  of  our  Society 
. ..."  As  it  appeared  to  the  Overseers,  who  visited  the  family,  that  "the 
parents  are  in  good  degree  circumspect  in  their  conduct  and  careful  in  their 
children’s  education...,"  the  Meeting  therefore  admitted  them. 

Elizabeth  had  lost  two  of  her  own  children  in  1795?  and  ’96,  whose 
deaths  may  be  ascribed  to  yellow  fever  which  plagued  the  city  intermittently. 

In  1808  John’s  daughter  Sarah,  who  had  fallen  in  love  with  Daniel 
Neall,  a  young  Quaker  watchmaker  from  Camden,  Delaware,  was  married  in  North¬ 
ern  District  Meeting  1st  month  3?  when  friends  and  relatives  came  up  from 
21 

Delaware.  ' 

The  year  following  Sarah’s  marriage  John  Wilson  retired.  He  was 


, 
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now  fifty,  and  had  succeeded  in  business.  That  year,  with  his  wife,  daugh¬ 
ters  Margaret  and  Mary  Ann,  and  a  niece  Mary  Wilson,  he  removed  to  Christiana 
Hundred,  New  Castle  County,  Delaware.  Here  he  resided  until  1613-lU  when 

he  purchased  a  brick  house  on  Wood  Street  in  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  next  to 

Ellis  Alley,  for  which  he  paid  Charles  Stockton  ^Ij.,266,  Later  he  added  an 

23 

adjacent  lot,  and  bought  a  small  farm. 

His  death  occurred  in  Burlington  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  In  a  care¬ 
fully  considered  will,  made  in  January,  1822,  and  proved  March  15>,  following, 
he  left  everything  to  his  loving  wife  Elizabeth  until  her  death  or  marriage, 
and  then  his  four  adjoining  messuages  at  Penn  and  Beach  Street,  Kensington, 
purchased  from  Richard  Penn,  went  to  his  daughter  Margaret  Prycr.  To  his  son 
Isaac  he  left  his  plantation  ’’near  Yorkshire  Bridge,"  and  his  daughter  Mary 
Ann  McClintock  received  his  house  on  Wood  Street.  The  four  sons  of  his 
deceased  son  Thomas  were  to  be  paid  money  for  education  and  maintenance.^ 

Elizabeth,  John’s  widow,  remained  in  Burlington  until  December,  1823, 

when  she  returned  to  Philadelphia,  first  living  within  the  confines  of  the 

2d 

Southern  District  Meeting,  and  later  removing  to  the  Northern  District. 

Thomas  Wilson,  Tanner ,  of  the  Northern  Lib erties,  Philadelphia 

Fifth  Generation 

Thomas  Wilson  (c^  I78I4 — 1821), 26  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Sarah, 
was  evidently  born  in  Elfreth’s  Alley,  Philadelphia,  and  grew  up  in  Kensing¬ 
ton, 

At  the  proper  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  tanner,  and  by  1810  had 
established  his  own  business  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  Philadelphia.  That 
year  he  became  engaged  to  Mary  Howell,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Howel"1  ' 
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Mifflin  of  Camden,  Delaware.  (See  Mifflin).  They  were  married  at  Camden 

0*7 

meeting  6  month  13,  1810,  before  a  large  group  of  friends  and  relatives. L ' 

The  young  couple  returned  to  Kensington  where  three  of  their  four 
sons  were  born:  Daniel  Mifflin,  John,  and  Edward  Warner  Wilson,  and  in  1816 
went  to  live  at  Camden  with  Mary’s  widowed  mother,  Thomas  had  evidently  had 
reverses,  and  had  borrowed  $2,072  from  his  brother-in-law,  Daniel  Mifflin, 


They  remained  in  Camden  a  year  when  Thomas  took  his  family  to  Greens¬ 
boro,  Maryland.  Here  they  visited  his  close  friend  Bachelder  Chance  for  a 
while. ^  Their  certificate  of  removal  from  Camden,  to  Third  Haven  Meeting 

was  not  issued,  however,  until  9  month  9,  1819.  It  named  their  minor  child- 

30 

ren:  Daniel  Mifflin,  John,  Edward,  and  Thomas  Williams  Wilson. 

It  is  thought  that  Thomas’  failing  health  prompted  the  move,  in  hopes 
that  a  change  might  be  beneficial.  Unfortunately  this  was  not  the  case,  for 
he  died  prior  to  3  month  13,  1821,  when  the  Third  Haven  women’s  minutes 
granted  a  certificate  to  Mary  and  her  four  minor  children  to  return  to 
Mothurkill  where  Thomas  Wilson  was  buried. 

Here  they  remained  until  her  marriage,  a  year  or  two  later,  to  her 
cousin  Jonathan  W.  Mifflin  when  they  went  to  live  on  one  of  his  farms  in 
Little  Creek  Hundred,  inherited  in  1820  from  his  aunt  Susan  Emerson.  In 
1809/10  Susan  Emerson  had  built  a  new  brick  house  on  the  farm  now  known  as 
Cedar  Lane,  and  it  is  here  they  are  thought  to  have  resided.  They  called  the 
place  Fair  Prospect, 

John,  Mary' s  second  son,  was  sent  to  the  Friends  school  at  Westtown 
in  I82I4,  and  ’23.  He  was  the  most  roving  of  the  boys,  and  went  West  to  seek 
hi3  fortune.  After  working  for  a  time  in  Baltimore,  he  went  to  Jefferson 
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City,  Missouri,  in  183!?.  From  there  he  •wrote  his  brother  Edward  that  though 
it  might  be  of  advantage  to  come  West  he  must  not  do  so  while  their  mother 
was  living.  "She  could  not  do  without  thee  and  one  son  is  plenty  to  be  sep- 
peratcd  from  her  and  at  so  great  a  distance...."  Edward  had  asked  the  cost 
of  stage  fare  from  here  to  Jefferson  City  which  John  said  was  £12  from  Balti¬ 
more  to  Wheeling,  not  including  tavern  bills  which  would  be  £3.  The  steam¬ 
boat  from  Wheeling  to  St.  Louis  was  about  £20,  with  everything  found  you;  and 
from  there  on  to  Jefferson  City  cost  £8. 

"...tell  Thomas  he  must  pay  great  attention  to  his  book  and  be  a 
good  boy/77  Tell  him  he  must  not  think  of  courting  M.  Smith  until  he  has 
finished  his  schooling. 

John  was  working  as  a  bookkeeper  in  J*  &  P.  Miller’s  general  store, 
and  hoped  eventually  to  have  a  store  of  his  own.  He  was  in  love  with  the 
Miller  brothers’  sister,  and  the  wedding  date  was  set  for  October  16,  1836* 
With  a  high  standard  of  conduct,  and  genuine  friendliness,  John’s  prospects 
for  success  were  excellent*  But  such  was  not  to  be  his  destiny*  On  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip  to  St.  Louis  he  had  boarded  the  steamboat  for  Jefferson  City  when, 
in  an  attempt  to  recover  his  hat  and  papers  blown  overboard,  he  lost  balance 
and  fell  into  the  paddle  wheel  of  an  incoming  steamboat,'^ 

This  was  a  sad  blow  to  Mary  whose  eldest  son  Daniel  Mifflin  Wilson 

had  died  2  month  13,  183U,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  Daniel  had  been  her 

o  o  32 

mainstay  on  the  farm  after  her  husband  Jonathan  W.  Mifflin's  death  in  1828. 

Mary  Howell  (Mifflin)  Mifflin  died  10th  month  25>,  l3b0,  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine,  and  was  interred  near  her  son  Daniel  M.  in  Little  Creek  burying 
ground. 


f  * 
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Thomas  Williams  Wilson  of  Fair  Prospect  and  the  Town  of  Dover 

Sixth  Generation 

Thomas  Williams  Wilson  (8  mo.  6,  1818 — 9  mo.  3,  l88b),^  the  fourth 
and  youngest  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Howell  (Mifflin)  Wilson,  was  probably 
born  in  Greensboro,  Maryland,  but  spent  his  youth  at  Fair  Prospect  (now  Cedar 
Lane  Farm)  from  where  he  went  to  Wilmington  to  study  under  Samuel  Smith  in 
1836.  Smith  taught  bookkeeping,  a  study  which  his  mother  considered  "a  very 
necessary  branch  of  learning."'^ 

Some  years  after  returning  home  Thomas  was  married  November  8, 
to  Sophie  (8  mo.  28,  1820 — b  mo.  11,  1871),  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Bell)  McMinomy,  according  to  the  record  in  the  Wilson  family  Bible. ^ 
Tradition  tells  that  they  were  married  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Sophie’s  mother,  Margaret  Bell,  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Lewis)  Bell,  and  a  sister  of  Ann  (Bell)  Emerson  Hayes  (Mrs.  Manlove 
Hayes),  also  of  this  line.  (See  Bell.) 

They  settled  on  the  Back  Farm  which  Thomas  inherited  in  l8b5  from 
his  step-grandmother  Sarah  Turner.  It  adjoined  Cedar  Lane  Farm  which  his 
brother  Edward  had  inherited  from  the  same  lady. 37 

In  September,  1856,  Edward  removed  to  Philadelphia  and  sold  Cedar 
Lane  Farm  to  his  brother  Thomas  for  $16,000.33  Here  Thomas  was  living  when 
his  son  Daniel  Mifflin  was  born  October  b,  1856.  The  other  children  born 
here  were  Charles  Edward,  and  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Sophie,  Jr. 
(Diasy),  who  was  born  in  1861. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  Thomas  and  Sophie  decided  to  move 
to  Dover.  They  probably  did  so  in  186b,  and  rented  the  house  built  by  Dr. 
Clayton  A.  Cowgill  south  of  Woodburn  where  Dr.  Cowgill’s  parents  lived.  The 
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doctor  had  left  Dover  in  1362  to  serve  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Arnv,  and 
because  of  poor  health  had  later  gone  to  live  in  Florida.  In  1866  Thomas 
bought  this  house,  with  adjacent  property,  and  made  improvements. 3 9 

Here  their  congenial  neighbors  were  Daniel  and  Mary  Cowgill  at  Wood- 
burn,  and  the  Shakespeares,  with  seven  sons,  living  across  the  street.  On 
April  11,  l8?l,  Sophie  Me  Minomy  Wilson  died  leaving  the  care  of  the  house¬ 
hold  to  Susan,  her  twenty-year -old  daughter. 

Thomas  Wilson  died  at  Dover  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  and  was  buried 
in  the  Friends  graveyard  in  Little  Creek  Hundred.  His  estate  took  care  of 
his  family,  with  money  left  to  his  daughters,  and  the  farms  to  his  sons. 
Thomas  ¥.,  Jr.  inherited  Cedar  Lane,  and  the  Back,  or  Landing  Farm,  while 
Daniel  Mifflin,  received  the  Mifflin,  or  Maple  Lane  Farm  and  some  marshland. 

Daniel  Mifflin  Wilson 
Seventh  Generation 

Daniel  Mifflin  Wilson  (Oct.  I4,  18 ~>6 — -Feb.  lb,  19b8),  the  second  son 
of  his  parents  was  born  at  Cedar  Lane  Farm  in  Kent  County,  and  spent  his 
youth  in  Dover  from  where  he  was  sent  to  boarding  school  at  Kennett  Square, 
Pennsylvania,  run  by  a  Mr.  Shortledge.  When  the  school  was  transferred  to 
Media,  Mifflin  went  there,  too.  After  that  he  spent  two  years  at  Swart h- 
more  College. 

But  young  Miff,  as  he  was  better  known,  was  more  interested  in  out¬ 
door  sports  and  farming  than  in  the  classroom,  so  his  father  gave  him  the 
management  of  the  Mifflin  or  Maple  Lane  Farm  which  he  had  purchased  from  his 
uncle  Thomas  Mifflin,  "If  thee  makes  a  success  of  it,"  his  father  said,  "the 
farm  is  thine."  His  father  thought  running  the  farm  would  take  some  of  the 


wildness  out  of  the  boy. 
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Miff  went  to  work  in  earnest,  and  learned  how  to  get  the  best 
results  from  his  farm  hands.  However,  if  a  fox  hunt  came  along,  farming  was 
suspended.  In  fact  hunting  of  all  sorts  appealed  to  him — ducks,  quail,  or 
rabbits  in  season ;  and  he  usually  had  a  good  dog  for  the  purpose. 

By  i860  Miff  had  proved  his  worth  as  a  farmer,  and  his  father  ver¬ 
bally  gave  him  the  farm.  More  important,  he  could  now  marry  his  childhood 
sweetheart,  Edith  Hayes  (Apr.  9,  185# — Feb.  2£,  1910).  She  was  his  second 
cousin,  and  the  daughter  of  Manlove  and  Rebecca  Carmalt  (Howell)  Hayes.  They 
were  married  lithe  month  2li,  i860,  by  Friends  ceremony  at  Norwood,  her 
father’s  house  near  Dover,  before  their  friends  and  relatives,  John  Ponder 
Salisbury  of  the  famous  Delaware  clan  was  there,  he  was  soon  to  marry  Edith’s 
sister  Mary 3  and  also  George  0.  Shakespeare  and  Minnie  Stout  Cowgill  (later 
Mrs.  James  Martin),  and  the  Murphey  brothers,  Bradford,  and  Sanford  S. 
(Sanford  built  the  Murphey  School).^ 

The  young  couple  went  to  live  at  Maple  Lane  where  their  eldest  son 
Manlove  Hayes  was  born.  But  after  Miff’s  father’s  death  in  188U  they  moved 
to  his  father’s  Dover  house  with  his  sisters  Susan  and  Daisy.  Here  their 
second  son,  Daniel  Mifflin  (1887 — 1883),  who  died  in  infancy,  was  born,  and 
Ralph  Carmalt  Wilson  in  1890. 

Miff  was  a  good  mixer,  almost  everyone  liked  him.  He  had  a  hearty 
laugh,  and  a  keen  sense  of  humor.  Across  the  street  on  King  Street  lived 
George  V.  Massey,  a  lawyer  and  an  old  family  friend.  Miff  respected  and 
loved  Massey  whose  advice  helped  influence  his  life.  Massey,  an  early  riser, 
would  call  Miff  in  the  morning  on  his  way  to  his  office  bellowing  out:  "You 
can’t  make  a  living  lying  in  bed." 

Miff  preferred  country  life  to  the  town,  so  when  the  160-acre  Echols’ 
farm  near  Dover  was  offered  him  he  bought  it  for  $10,000,  borrowing  the  monc.> 
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from  his  father-in-law  Manlove  Hayes.  (Mr,  Hayes  would  never  allow  him  to 
pay  for  it,  and  when  he  died  left  the  farm  to  him  and  his  sons.)  The  attrac¬ 
tive  house  on  the  farm  had  been  built  in  the  eighteenth  century,  presumably 
by  one  of  the  Chew  family  who  also  built  Cliveden,  that  famous  house  feature:} 

in  our  history  books  in  the  battle  of  Germantown.  Here,  at  the  Echols’  farm, 

their  youngest  son,  Richard  Emerson  Wilson,  was  born  in  1893* 

The  Echols'  farm  proved  a  good  investment,  for  Mr#  Wilson  not  only 
farmed  it  and  lived  there  over  fifty  years,  but  when  he  sold  it  off  in  part, 
and  eventually  all,  he  realized  over  $100,000  for  his  $10,000  investment. 

This  he  divided  four  ways,  keeping  one  share  himself,  and  the  others  to  each 
son# 

At  the  farm  Miff  and  Edith  gave  fourth  of  July  picnics  with  fire¬ 
works,  and  after  her  death  in  1910  Miff  continued  to  entertain  with  parties 

on  his  birthday  for  his  political  friends  and  others,  who  were  legion  through 
out  the  State.  His  friends  belonged  to  both  political  parties,  although 
he  himself  was  a  staunch  Republican,  and  an  ardent  party  worker. 

He  attended  all  Republican  State  conventions,  and  frequently  these 
of  the  Democrats  as  a  spectator.  When  the  Legislature  met  he  seldom  missed 
a  session  where  he  was  fondly  known  as  "Uncle  Miff,  Sneaker  of  the  Third 
House."  He  attended  most  of  the  Republican  National  Conventions  as  a  dele¬ 
gate  or  alternate# 

In  1900  he  ran  for  Register  of  Wills  for  Kent  County,  and  was  elected 
by  a  small  majority  of  sixty-seven  votes.  "I  am  not  as  popular,"  he  remarked 
"as  some  of  my  friends  have  led  me  to  believe."  After  that  he  took  his  old 
friend  Massey's  advice  that  it  was  better  to  help  others  win  than  run  for 
office  yourself. 
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After  the  death  of  his  father- in -law  Manlove  Hayes  in  1910  Mifflin 
Wilson  was  elected  to  fill  his  position  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Delaware  Railroad,  s  position  he  held  for  thirty  years. 

His  1  ong  and  useful  life  ended  peacefully  at  the  age  of  ninety-twy 
and  he  was  buried  with  his  wife  and  ancestors  in  Little  Creek  burying  ground 
which  he  had  maintained  for  many  years. 

Towards  the  close  of  his  life,  which  he  himself  was  in  no  hurry  to 
have  terminated,  he  told  his  sons  to  put  on  his  tombstone:  "Here  lies  old 
Miff,  He  wouldn’t  be  here  if  he  could  help  it.”^ 

Ralph  Carmalt  Wilson  of  Dover 
Eighth  Generation 

Ralph  Carmalt  (b.  Jan.  29,  1890),  his  parents’  second  surviving  son, 
was  born  in  the  Cowgill  Wilson  house  on  King  Street,  in  Dover,  but  grew  up 
on  his  father’s  farm  Maplewood,  as  the  Echols’  farm  was  later  known.  He 
shared  his  father’s  interest  in  out-of-door  life,  and  with  farming  in  mind, 
after  the  Dover  Public  School,  studied  agriculture  at  Delaware  College  (Now 
the  University  of  Delaware). 

At  Delaware  he  was  a  member  of  the  Kappa  Alpha  Southern  Fraternity, 
and  after  graduating  in  1911  farmed  with  his  father  and  brother  Richard 0 
Meanwhile  he  married,  on  October  7,  1913^  his  childhood  sweetheart,  Elizabf.t 
Katharine  (b.  Jan.  30,  1893 ),  the  daughter  of  Henry  Irving  and  Mary  Hart 
(Anderson  Beers) of  Dover.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  the  late  Dr.  Edwin 
Stephen  Anderson,  was  one  of  the  town’s  most  beloved  citizens  devoting  most 
of  his  time  to  benefit  humanity.  Her  mother  was  attractive,  and  a  pet  in  th 
town,  her  friends  called  her  May,  Elizabeth’s  father  was  one  of  the  town'" 
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most  perfect  gentlemen. 

Like  her  Grandfather  Anderson,  Elizabeth's  kindness  and  interest  in 
people  have  won  her  friends  in  all  walks  of  life. 

With  such  a  congenial  wife  Ralph  was  bound  to  succeed.  He  took  her 
to  live  in  the  attractive  old  Chew  house  on  the  Echols'  farm  which  she  named 
Maplewood.  During  this  time  their  two  children  Edith  (Edie)  Hayes,  and  Henry 
(Harry)  I,  Beers  were  born. 

In  1923  Ralph  accepted  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  Delaware 
State  Board  of  Agriculture,  a  position  he  held  for  over  twenty-five  years. 

When  he  retired  in  1950  his  popularity  was  acclaimed.  Few  men,  the  news¬ 
papers  said,  in  so  politically  minded  a  state  as  Delaware,  could  hold  salaried 
office  steadily  through  changes  in  administration  without  serious  criticism. 
Yet  he  seemed  immune  from  the  usual  effects  of  intra-party  jealousy  and  in¬ 
trigue,  "How  come  this  popularity?",  wrote  Anthony  Higgins  of  the  Hews- 
Journal,  "Well,  anybody  who  knows  Ralph  Wilson  will  tel 3.  you  it  is  merited 
by  the  good  service  he  had  rendered  to  Delaware  agriculture  and  wild  life — 
and  by  the  man's  down-to -earth,  Kent  County  charm," 

The  Governor  gave  him  a  certificate  of  merit  for  his  able  and  loyal 
performance  of  duty,  and  his  associates  in  the  department  presented  him  with 
a  Browning  automatic  shot  gun  at  the  farewell  party. 

There  had  been  an  interim  of  two  years  when  Ralph  served  as  Chief 
Game  and  Fish  Warden.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Commission, 
a  member  of  the  Delaware  Farm  Bureau;  a  former  director  of  the  Kent  General 
Hospital,  and  a  director  of  the  Elizabeth  W.  Murphey  School. 

After  his  father's  death  in  19U8  he  was  elected  to  fill  his  father's 


position  as  Secretary  of  the  Delaware  Railroad,  a  position  he  still  holds, 


■ 

.  . 


21 


and  the  third  generation  cf  his  family  to  hold  it. 

Since  his  retirement  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  he 
keeps  busy  running  York  Scut,  and  the  Mifflin  Farm;  breaking  in  a  young  bird 
dog  now  and  then,  or  getting  his  Rehoboth  cottage  in  shape  for  the  season— 
a  cottage  the  family  has  enjoyed  from  the  days  of  his  grandfather  Ilanlove 
Hayes,  and  one  cf  the  first  built  at  that  resort.  Naturally,  he  find  time 
for  gunning,  or  a  day  or  so  at  the  races  at  Delaware  Park  where  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

The  ninth  generation  of  this  family  is  represented  in  this  line  by 
the  two  children  cf  Ralph  and  Elizabeth  Wilson,  who  were  born  at  the  house  of 
their  Grandfather  Beers  on  Kings  Highway,  Of  these  Edith  Hayes  (b.  Feb,  1, 
1913)  attended  the  Dover  Public  School,  and  the  Conference  Academy  there, 
then  studied  at  Brantwood  Hall  at  Bronxville,  New  York,  She  married,  June  6, 
1936,  Luther  Dreher,  Jr,,  son  of  Luther  Dreher  and  Ina  (Hallet)  Shank  of 
Dover.  They  later  moved  to  Sewickley,  Pennsylvania. 

They  have  three  children,  of  the  tenth  generation,  who  were  born  at 
Dover:  Deborah  Hart  (b.  Dec.  195  1939)  attended  Sewickley  Academy,  The  Grier 
School,  and  Centenary  College,  and  is  now  living  in  Chicago.  She  is  a  life 
member  of  the  Descendants  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence - 
Constance  Ann  (b.  June  16,  19U1),  Edie  and  Dreher1 s  next  child,  was 
born  at  Dover,  and  after  Sewickley  Academy,  and  The  Grier  School,  she  went 
to  Ashland  College  in  Chio.  On  June  3,  1961,  she  was  married  at  Sewickley 
to  Ronald  Ellsworth  Walters  of  Spencer,  Ohio. 

The  third  child,  Luther  Dreher,  III  (b,  Feb.  25>,  19UU ) ,  attended 
Sewickley  Academy,  and  the  Phelps  School,  where  he  is  now  entering  his 
Sophomore  year  (1961). 
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On  Nov.  16,  I960  Edith  married  James  Edward  Sincell  of  Virginia, 
then  living  in  Sewickley. 

Edith  is  a  member  of  the  Magna  Charta  Dames  through  Richard  de 
Clare,  a  Surety  of  the  Magna  Charta;  and  a  life  member  of  the  Descendants  of 
the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  through  her  maternal  ancestor 
John  Hart  of  New  Jersey. 

Henry  Irving  Beers  Wilson  (b.  July  1?,  1916),  better  known  as  Harry, 
attended  the  Dover  Public  School,  and  after  graduating  from  the  Hill  School 
at  Pottstown,  went  to  work  in  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  Grandfather 
Beers1  family  lived.  Here  he  met,  and  married  on  February  1,  19l|l,  Elizabeth 
Jane  (b.  June  12,  1920),  daughter  of  Marvin  and  Louella  (Newton)  Ross  of  Oil 
City. 

Since  boyhood  Harry  has  been  interested  in  out-of-door  life,  as  all 
the  men  in  the  Wilson  family  are,  and  his  special  hobby  has  been  boats — -both 
building,  and  sailing.  He  sails  his  own  yawls  in  regattas,  with  members  of 
his  family  for  crew,  and  is  active  in  the  Mansfield,  Ohio,  Yacht  Club.  He 
is  a  life  member  of  the  Descendants  of  the  Signers,  In  business  he  is  mana¬ 
ger  of  a  store  for  the  Pennsylvania  Rubber  and  Supply  Company  at  Mansfield. 

Katherine  Elizabeth  (b.  Jan.  13,  19)43),  the  only  child  of  Harry  and 
Elizabeth  Wilson,  was  born  at  Oil  City,  and  brought  up  in  Mansfield  where  she 
graduated  from  High  School  in  1961.  Having  a  talent  for  art,  like  her  great¬ 
grandmother  Mary  Hart  (Anderson)  Deers,  she  is  now  studying  commercial  art  at 
Stephens  College. 
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Mifflin 

John  Mifflin  _ 

b.  1638 

d.  1716  2.  Eleanor 

Issue  by  first  wife: 

John  Mifflin  1683  Elizabeth  Hardy 
b  •  l66l --63  b  •  1663 

d.  d.  1736 

Issue: 

1.  Edward  (b.  1685),  of  this  line 

2.  George  (1680 — Apr.  10,  1758) 

3*  John  (1690 — prior  to  1733) 

8*  Elizabeth  (1692 — prior  to  1733) ,  married  Benjamin  Oram 
5*  Patience  (3.698 — ilov.  23,  1717) ,  unmarried 

6,  Jane  (b*  1696)  married  Aug.  30,  1717*  John  Waller 

7,  Samuel  (1698 — Aug.  1,  1728) 

8,  Jonathan  (1699 — May  15,  1780) 

9*  Jonathan  (June  12,  1708 — Oct.  15,  1781),  the  family  historian 
Edward  Mifflin  _  Mary  (Eyre)  Littleton 

b .  1685  b . 

d.  1783  d.  1775 


m.  1st  Southey  Littleton 
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Issue: 

1*  John 

2.  Daniel  (1722—1795),  of  this  line 

3.  Ann  (d.  before  3-753),  unmarried 
Iw  Samuel 

5*  Southey,  married  July  13,  1750,  Johanna  Thomas 

Daniel  Mifflin  1755  Mary  Warner 

b .  1722  b.  3  mo.  7,  1727 

d.  12  mo.  31,  1795  d. 

2.  1757  Ann  Walker 

3*  1768  Mary  Pusey 

Issue  by  Mary  Warner: 

1,  Warner  (Oct.  21,  1755 — Oct.  16,  1798) 

2*  Edward  (b .  Sept.  15,  1757),  died  in  infancy 
3*  Ann  (b,  Dec.  2,  1758) 

5*  Sarah  (b.  Feb.  10,  1751) 

5*  Daniel  (175U — 1812),  of  this  line 

Issue  by  Ann  Walker: 

6*  Walker  (Aug.  5,  1758 — Jan.  3?  1790) 

7.  Mary  (June  11,  1760),  married  Nathaniel  Hunn 

8.  Ann  (b.  Oct.  10,  1762) 

9.  Elizabeth  (b.  Feb.  18,  1765) 

10.  Patience  (b.  Dec.  17,  1766),  married  Jonathan  Hunn,  Jr. 

11.  Elizabeth  (b.  October  10,  1793),  married  Samuel  Howell 

12.  Sarah  (b.  May  21,  1772) 
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13*  Eyre  (June  26,  177h — Jan.  7.  1802),  married  Thomas  Berry 
lU.  Rebecca  (b.  Apr.  21,  1777) >  married  Joseph  Galloway  Rowland 

Daniel  Mifflin  1778  Deborah  Howell 
b  i  175U  b.  1757 

d.  1812  d.  18UI* 

Issue: 

1.  Daniel  (b.  Sept.  30,  1779) 

2.  Ann  (b.  July  28,  1781) 

3.  Samuel  (b.  Jan.  16,  178)4) 

I4.  Joshua,  twin  of  Howell 

5.  Howell  (b.  Aug.  28,  1786) 

6.  Edward  (b,  June  5>  1789) 

7.  Mary  (b.  1791)  who  married  Thomas  Wilson  of  this  line. 

See  Wilson 

8.  Debbe  (b.  Jan.  26,  179U) 

9.  Thomas  (b.  July  15,  1796) 

John  Mifflin  of  Fountain  Green  on  the  Schuylkill  River 

The  founder  of  this  well-known  Quaker  family  was  John  Mifflin 
(1628 — Feb.  6,  1683),  born  in  Warminster,  Wiltshire,  England,  who  came  to 
America  by  or  before  1680  and  settled  among  the  Swedes  on  the  Delaware. 

He  called  his  plantation  on  the  Schuylkill  River  Fountain  Green 
which  he  located  October  13,  1680.  This  is  now  included  in  Fairmount  Park, 
Philadelphia,  but  the  family  mansion  has  long  since  disappeared.  The  patent 
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was  confirmed  to  him  by  William  Penn  July  18,  l681u 

The  name  of  his  wife,  who  is  thought  to  have  accompanied  him  to 
America,  is  not  known  but  she  was  the  mother  of  his  son  John*  His  second 
wife,  whom  he  married  between  168)4  and  1693*  was  Eleanor*' 

John  Mifflin,  Jr*  of  Fountain  Green  on  the  Schuylkill 

Second  Generation 

John  Mifflin  (1661-63 — June,  l?lU)  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  and  accom¬ 
panied  his  parents  to  America. 

He  married  February  6,  1683  at  Philadelphia,  Elizabeth  Hardy  ( c 1663 
—Aug.  21,  1736)  from  Derbyshire,  England,  who  had  come  to  America  in  1682 

p 

and  settled  at  Darby  near  Philadelphia.  " 

Their  eldest  son  was  Edward  of  this  line. 


Edward  Mifflin  of  Pharsalia  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia 

Third  Generation 

Edward  Mifflin  (1683 — l?h3)  was  born  at  Fountain  Green  and  probably 
settled  in  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  because  of  his  marriage  to  Mary  Eyre 
Littleton,  of  a  prosperous  family  there.  She  was  the  widow  of  Southey 
Littleton,  and  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ann  (Coe)  Eyre.  This  branch  of  the 
Eyre  family  was  Quaker,  and  Daniel’s  parents  Thomas  (d,  1637)  and  Susannah 
(Baker)  Eyre,  had  lived  at  Golden  Quarter  in  Northampton  County,  Virginia. 
Eyre  Hall,  a  stately  place  today,  was  patented  in  1662  to  Daniel  Eyre  and 
his  elder  brothers  John  and  Thomas,  by  Governor  Sir  William  Berkeley. 
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Edward  and  Mary  (Eyre)  Mifflin  lived  at  Pharsalia  their  plantation 
on  the  north  side  of  Swansgutt  Creek  in  view  of  Chincoteague  Bay.  The  old 
house,  described  as  fine  in  its  day,  was  still  standing  in  1903. 

In  his  will,  executed  October  7,  17l|0  (proved  May  31,  17b3),  Edward 
left  Pharsalia,  with  his  watermill  and  plantation  in  Maryland,  to  his  son 
Daniel;  Fountain  Green  to  his  son  Samuel,  and  the  house  and  lot  in  High 
Street  (now  Market)  "near  the  great  Meeting  House"  in  Philadelphia  to  his 
son  Southey. 

There  was  some  dispute  with  his  brothers’  and  sisters’  children 
(one  of  these,  I  believe,  was  General  Thomas  Mifflin,  I7I4I4— 1800,  aide-de- 
camp  to  Washington,  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Continental  Army,  and 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania)  over  part  of  his  plantation  near  Philadelphia 
which,  if  he  lost,  his  son  Samuel  was  to  receive  200  pounds  in  money. 

His  beloved  wife  Mary  was  to  have  the  use  of  Pharsalia,  and  his 

water  mill  and  the  Maryland  plantation  during  her  life,  also  the  profits 

from  his  Philadelphia  property  until  his  sons  Samuel  and  Southey  came  of 

age.  His  son  Daniel,  still  under  twenty-one,  Joseph  Maxfield,  and  his 

3 

beloved  wife  Mary  Mifflin  were  named  executors  and  executrix. 

Dani el  Mifflin,  Humanitarian 
Fourth  Generation 

Daniel  Mifflin  (1722 — Dec.  21,  17 95)^  was  born  and  reared  at 
Pharsalia  which  he  inherited  after  his  father’s  death.  Here  he  brought  his 
bride  Mary  Warner  (b.  May  7,  1727)  whom  he  had  married  at  Cecil  Meeting, 
Kent  County,  Maryl.and,  November  15>,  17)41-1*  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Ann  (Coale)  Warner  of  Kent  County.  There  has  been  some  talk  that  she 
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was  related  to  George  Washington,  whose  ancestor  was  Augustine  Warner,  but 
this  has  not  been  confirmed. 

The  first  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Warner)  Mifflin  was  named  Warner 
who  was  born  at  Pharsalia  October  21,  17U5>.  As  he  grew  up  he  developed  a 
marked  interest  in  his  fellow  man,  especially  in  the  problems  of  the  under- 
privileged.  At  fourteen  he  revolted  against  the  established  institution  of 
slavery.  It  came  about  in  this  way  he  said: 

"Being  in  the  field  with  my  father’s  slaves  a  young  man  among  them 
questioned  me,  whether  I  thought  it  right,  that  they  should  be  toiling  in 
order  to  raise  me,  and  that  I  might  be  sent  to  school;  and  by  and  by  their 
children  must  do  so  for  mine." 

At  first  Warner’s  feelings  were  irritated;  but  the  young  Negro’s 
reasoning  so  impressed  him  that  it  never  left  his  mind,  and  he  determined 
never  to  be  a  slave  owner.  Although  it  was  hard  to  reconcile  the  fact  of 
losing  so  much  property  from  the  large  number  of  slaves  his  father  owned. 

After  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Johns  (d.  June  3->  1786),  a  daughter 
of  Kensey  and  Susanna  (Galloway)  Johns  of  West  River,  he  settled  at  Chestnut 
Grove  in  Kent  County,  on  the  Delaware,  where  his  household  came  to  include 
several  slaves  from  his  wife’s  family,  and  others  who  came  with  messages  from 
his  father  in  Virginia  and  decided  to  stay.  Then  his  mother’s  family  of 
Negroes  came  to  live  with  him.  The  fact  these  were  volunteers,  except  his 
wife’s  property,  he  let  his  conscience  rest  for  the  time  being,  and  came  to 
feel  he  could  not  do  without  them. 

When  the  subject  of  setting  the  slaves  free  arose,  some  said  it 
would  not  do  because  they  were  such  thieves. 

Then  Warner’s  conscience  made  him  drop  his  "fig-leaf"  covering,  as 
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he  called  it,  and  his  duty  became  apparent.  Slave  holding,  he  felt,  was  a 
breach  of  the  Divine  law,  and  although  faced  with  possible  want,  and  the 
disgrace  to  his  family,  he  manumitted  those  negroes  held  as  his  wife's 
property  in  177h>  and  the  next  year  advised  his  father  to  take  his  own 
slaves  away,  or  authorize  him  to  free  them. 

His  father,  and  younger  brother  Daniel,  Jr,  of  this  line,  concurred. 
The  father  taking  the  major  steps  April  8,  1775,  and  January  16,  1776:  " 
being  convinced,"  he  said,  "of  the  Iniquity  and  Injustice  of  retaining  my 
Fellow  Creatures  in  Bondage...",  and  fearing  God's  displeasure  if  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  practice,  he  freed  over  a  hundred  persons,  retaining  the 
guardianship  of  the  children  until  they  came  of  age. 

Word  went  around  that  the  Mifflins  had  set  loose  a  parcel  of  lazy, 
worthless  negroes  whereupon  Warner  decided  to  let  them  have  land,  and  teams 
of  their  own,  paying  him  in  return  half  their  produce.  People  then  said  he 
was  making  more  money  than  before,  and  keeping  the  negroes  in  more  abject 
slavery* 

Daniel  Mifflin,  the  father,  became  a  zealous  advocate  of  the  slave, 
interceding  for  him  with  his  master,  and  appearing  alone  on  his  behalf  in 
courts  of  law.  His  son  Warner  continued  his  crusade,  appearing  in  various 
legislative  bodies  including  that  of  Virginia  in  1782  where  a  law  was  passed 
removing  prohibitions  against  private  manumission  of  slaves.  He  helped  draw 
up,  and  present  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  various  petitions 
against  slavery  and  the  slave  trade.  At  the  time  of  the  Revolution  he  was 
one  of  the  committee  of  six  from  the  Friends  Yearly  Meeting  appointed  to 
visit  both  commanders-in-chief  and  present  them  printed  copies  of  the 
,uTestiinonies"  against  participation  in  war. 
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After  bearing  five  children  Mary  Warner  Mifflin  died  some tine  between 
April  7,  175U )  the  birth  of  her  youngest  son  Daniel,  Jr.,  of  this  line,  and 
Daniel’s  second  marriage,  October  17,  1757*  to  Ann,  daughter  of  John  Walker 
of  Accomack  County,  Virginia.  There  were  nine  children  by  this  marriage,  and 
after  Ann’s  death  Daniel  married,  about  1788,  Mary  (Pusey)  Husband  (b.  Aug. 

8,  17U2),  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Mary  Pusey,  of  London  Grove,  Chester  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  widow  of  Joseph  Husband  of  Duck  Creek.  They  had  no  issue. 

Daniel  Mifflin  ended  his  worthy  life  at  Pharsalia  December  31*  1795, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  and  was  interred  there  in  the  family  burving- 
ground. 

It  is  hard  to  evaluate  what  such  Quakers  such  as  he  have  done  on 
behalf  of  human  liberty  and  justice.  Their  efforts  have  been  paramount 
against  slavery,  and  war,  and  on  behalf  of  prison  reform,  and  other  socio¬ 
logical  problems, 

Daniel  Mifflin,  Jr,  of  Kent  County  on  the  Delaware 

Fifth  Generation 

Daniel  Mifflin,  Jr.  (Apr.  7,  175U — Dec.  31,  1812)  was  born  and 
reared  at  Pharsalia,  and  as  a  young  man  learned  the  mercantile  business. 

He  was  doubtless  apprenticed  in  the  usual  way  to  an  established  merchant 
to  learn  accounting,  to  write  business  letters,  and  the  various  work  about 
the  store,  counting  house  and  wharf.  Perhaps  his  master  was  Samuel  Howell 
(I?l8 — 1780),  a  leader  in  the  commercial  world  of  Philadelohia . 

At  twenty-four  Daniel  was  in  a  position  to  marry  Samuel’s  attractive 
daughter  Deborah  (Mar.  28,  1757 — 18UU )  in  Philadelphia  Cctober  6,  1778. ^ 

(See  Howell  family.) 
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The  couple  removed  to  Camden,  in  Kent  County,  Delaware,  where  Daniel 
carried  on  his  mercantile  business  until  his  death  there  December  31,  1812, 
when  he  was  buried  at  Murderkill  Meeting. 

7 

Deborah  Howell  Mifflin  died  testate  in  Camden  in  18UU • 

The  seventh  of  their  nine  children  was  Mary  Howell  (b.  Aug,  29, 

0 

1791),  of  this  line,  who  married  Thomas  Wilson.  (See  Wilson.) 

1.  Hilda  Justice,  Life  and  Ancestrv  of  Warner  Mifflin  (Philadelphia, 

1909),  9 

2,  Ibid.,  9-10 

3#  Ibid, ,  10-12,  20?,  229  (This  book  gives  the  name  of  Ann  Neech  for 
Daniel  Eyre’s  wife  but  subsequent  research  discloses  her  as  Ann  Coe); 

D.A.B.,  XII,  60 6  (Thomas  Mifflin) 

Lu  Ibid.,  19-16,  78,  81,  89,  117-128,  132,  207 

9*  D.A.B.,  XII,  608 

6.  Justice,  Life  of  Warner  Mifflin,  17;  Jonathan  3.  Howell,  A  Memorial 
and  Genealogical  Record  of  John  Howell  and  Jacob  Stutzman  Families , , . . 
"(Rushville,  Ill.  n.d.  )7  RO,  la7 

7.  Wills  A  39,  1-9,  Hall  of  Records,  Dover  (H.R.D.) 

8*  From  Duck  Creek  Meeting  Records,  J.  B.  Turner’s  Mifflin  file,  17 
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Hayes 

Richard  Hayes  1700  Dolly  Manlove 

b.  1678  b.  1681 

d.  1773  d.  Before  March  31,  1773 

Issue: 

1.  Nathaniel  (1703--1786),  of  this  line 

2.  Richard 

3*  Rachel,  married  John  Truett 
b*  Elizabeth,  married  John  Lofland 

Nathaniel  _  Elizabeth  Carlisle 

b.  1703  b. 

d.  1786  d. 

Issue: 

1.  Richard  (b.  17b3),  of  this  line 

2,  Nathaniel  (b .  April  1,  17bb) 

3*  Elizabeth,  married  Joseph  Polk 
b«  Mary,  married  Thomas  Evans 

Sarah,  married  Littleton  Townsend 
6,  Rachel,  married  Nathan  Spencer 
7*  Phoebe,  married  Jacob  Lynch 
0*  Tamsona,  married  Edward  Stapleton 


' 
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Richard  Hayes  1 766 

b.  17U3 
d.  1796 

Issue: 

1.  Mary  (April  18,  1767 — July  9,  17 9U),  married  David  Williams 

2.  Manlove  (b.  1769 ),  of  this  line 

33  Elizabeth  (b.  February  15,  1772),  married  James  Johnson 
lu  Alexander  (April  25,  177U-1809) ,  unmarried 
5«  Charles  (May  2,  1776 — 1816),  unmarried 
6*  Sarah  (May  7,  1778 — 1838),  married  Reuben  Turner 
7*  Nathaniel  (b.  October  9?  1780),  unmarried 


Priscilla  Polk 

b. 

d.  1818 

2,  Pemberton  Carlisle 


190992? 


1792  Zipporah  Laws 
b.  177U 
d.  1800 

2,  l801  Mary  Laws 
d.  1803 

3.  I81I4  Ann  (Bell)  Emerson 
b.  1776 
d,  1862 

Issue  by  Zipporah  Laws: 

1*  Alexander  Laws  (March  7,  1793 — July  13,  1875) 

2,  Mary  (March  8,  1795 — February  l8l8),  married  Colonel 


Manlove  Hayes 
b.  1769 
d.  18U9 


William  K.  Lockwood 


?se«oei 
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Issue  by  Mary  Laws: 

3.  Charles  (b.  December  1801),  died  in  infancy 

I4.  Eliza  Manlove  (b.  February  19,  1803),  married  Thomas  M,  Stout,  M»D., 
and  William  T.  Boone 

Issue  by  Ann  Bell: 

9.  Harriet  Sykes  (March  17,  1819 — January  19,  1893) 

6,  Manlove  (b.  1817),  of  this  line 
7 •  Charles  Polk  (March  23,  1820 — November  28,  1902) 

Manlove  Hayes  1891  Rebecca  Carmalt  Howell 
b.  1817  b.  I82I4 

d*  1910  d.  19ia 

Issue: 

1.  Mary  (b.  August  1,  1892),  who  married  John  Ponder  Saulsbury. 

No  issue 

2.  Edith  (be  1099),  of  this  line,  who  married  Daniel  Mifflin  Wilson. 
See  Wilson 

3*  Laura  (Aug,  1897 —Jan,  1861) 

h.  Anna  Bell  (Sept.  16,  1863 — March  20,  19^9) 

Richard  Hayes  of  Cedar  Creek  Hundred,  Sussex  County 

According  to  family  tradition  Richard  Hayes  (1678 — 1773)  was  born  in 
the  North  of  England  and  on  coming  to  America  in  I69O  first  settled  at 
Jamestown,  Virginia.  In  investigating  the  family  in  Virginia,  however, 

Edmund  Hayes  Bell  found  that  a  Richard  Hayes  was  living  in  Lower  Norfolk 
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County  in  November  l6h2,  and  that  Nathaniel  Hayes  had  a  plantation  there  in 
,  .  1 

1651.  This  would  indicate  the  possibility  that  the  family  came  earlier  than 
tradition  states. 

From  his  o\m  statement  Richard  Hayes,  of  this  line,  came  to  Cedar 
Creek  Hundred,  Sussex  County,  Pennsylvania  (later  Delaware),  about  170? ,  and 
on  December  9,  17U9,  was  a  chain  carrier  for  William  Shankland,  deputy  sur¬ 
veyor  for  Sussex,  when  they  ran  the  lines  for  Ephraim  Polk’s  land  in  Cedar 

p 

Creek  Hundred, 

Two  warrants  were  issued  to  Richard  Hayes  for  land  in  that  hundred: 

the  first  for  l£0  acres  on  April  lU,  171+3,  adjoined  John  Truit  and  Richard 

Coverdale;  the  other,  granted  December  18,  1758,  lay  south-west  of  the  head 

of  Bowman’s  Branch,  This  last  tract  was  to  include  a  place  called  Pitt 

Ridge  in  the  forest  of  Cedar  Creek. 

The  family  tradition  also  states  that  Richard  Hayes  married  Dolly 

Manlove  in  1701,  identified  by  Horace  Edwin  Hayden  as  Mary,  the  daughter  of 

William  and  Grace  Manlove.  There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  for  Mary  Man- 

love,  daughter  of  William  and  Grace,  married  first  Henry  Bowman,  Jr.,  who 

died  in  1700,  and  next  Thomas  Davis  before  July  26,  170lu^ 

Richard  Hayes  was  "weak  in  Body  but  of  sound  memory  Blessed  Be  God” 

when  he  executed  his  will  March  31,  1773  (proved  May  31,  1799). 

To  his  children  Nathaniel,  Richard,  Rachel,  and  Elizabeth,  he  willed 

his  movable  estate  equally.  His  dwelling  plantation  with  l50  acres  went  to 

Richard’s  son  Curtis  Hayes,  and  Richard  was  named  executor,  ,  Ephraim,  Manuel, 

c 

and  Mary  Polk  were  witnesses. " 
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Nathaniel  Hayes ,  Planter 
Second  Generation 

Nathaniel  Hayes  (1703 — 1706)  -was  reared  in  Cedar  Creek  Hundred,  near 
the  present  town  of  Milford,  where  he  married  Elizabeth  Carlisle  about  I7I4O. 
Like  his  father  he  was  a  planter.  Of  his  eight  children  Richard,  the  eldest, 
founded  this  line,  and  his  second  son,  Nathaniel  (April  1,  17hb — May  23,  1310), 
who  married  Rachel,  daughter  of  Jacob  Webb,  served  for  years  in  the  State 
Legislature,  He  was  very  handsome,  "large  and  in  every  respect  well  propor¬ 
tioned,  of  great  strength  and  activity,  and  such  a  man  as  would  attract  ad¬ 
miration  in  any  assembly," 

He  weighed  about  three  hundred  pounds,  and  wore  high  boots  which 

necessarily  were  large  in  the  legs.  One  morning  when  he  reached  out  the 

hotel  room  door  to  get  his  boots,  which  were  left  out  to  be  polished,  he 

found  a  live  negro  baby  in  one  leg.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Delaware  House 

of  Representatives  from  1785  to  1793?  inclusive,  and  of  the  State  Senate  from 

6 

1796  to  1800. 


Richard  Hayes,  Planter  and  Magistrate 
Third  Generation 

Richard  Hayes  (17b3 — 1796)  was  born  and  reared  in  Cedar  Creek  Hundred 
where  he  carried  on  the  family  business  of  planting.  Here  he  married  Pris¬ 
cilla  (Noverrber  15,  17U2 — January  2h,  1818),  the  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Patience  (Manlove)  Polk,  of  Sussex  Counth,  March  29,  1766  (See  Polk).  She 
bore  him  seven  children,  the  second  of  these,  and  eldest  son,  was  Manlove, 


of  this  line. 


' 
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Both  the  Hayes  and  Polk  families  were  Presbyterian. 

Richard  Hayes  was  appointed  a  magistrate  of  Sussex  County  in  1786, 
and  continued  in  office  until  his  death  in  1796.  He  was  also  one  of  the  com¬ 
missioners  named  to  lay  out  the  public  roads  of  Sussex  County. 

After  his  death  Priscilla  Polk  Hayes  married  Pemberton  Carlisle*  She 
was  thus  described  by  her  grandson  the  Hon0  Alexander  Laws  Hayes:  ”...  an 
excellent  woman,  pious,  intelligent,  and  fair  to  behold... her  image  to  my 

7 

young  imagination  was  the  personification  of  goodness...."' 

Manlove  Haye s,  PI anter  and  Merchant 
Fourth  Generation 

Manlove  Hayes  (May  18,  1769 — July  9,  18U9)  removed  to  Jones  Neck  in 
Kent  County  soon  after  his  father’s  death  in  1796.  Here  he  engagaged  in  farm¬ 
ing,  storekeeping,  and  in  buying  and  shipping  grain  from  Little  Creek  Land¬ 
ing* 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  his  second  wife  Mary  Laws  in  1803,  he 
purchased  the  house,  lot  and  store  where  the  post  office  formerly  stood  in 
Dover  between  the  Keith  building  and  the  Bank  of  Delaware.  Here  he  carried 
on  the  mercantile  business  and  bought  and  sold  grain,  which,  with  other  pro¬ 
ducts,  was  transported  in  his  vessels  to  Philadelphia.  His  partner  in  the 
grain  business  was  Cornelius  P.  Comegys,  a  future  governor  of  Delaware. 

Prior  to  1825  he  bought  from  the  Emerson  heirs  (his  third  wife  being 
Ann  Bell  Emerson)  the  farm  York  Seat  in  Little  Creek  Hundred  owned  today  by 
his  great-grandson  Ralph  Carmalt  Wilson.  Here,  in  1825,  Manlove  Hayes  built 
the  stone  addition  to  the  house,  the  first  stone  country  house  in  the  county. 

At  York  Seat  he  lived  as  a  country  gentleman,  having  acquired  a  for- 
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tune  in  business,  and  dispensed  hospitality  to  such  Quaker  worthies  (his  wife 
being  a  Quaker)  as  Elias  Hicks,  who  split  apart  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
the  distinguished  reformer  and  preacher  Lucretia  Mott, 

Manlove  Hayes  was  keenly  interested  in  education  and  spared  no  ex¬ 
pense  in  giving  his  children  the  best  academic  and  collegiate  instruction. 

At  home  he  worked  for  the  advancement  of  education,  and  warmly  espoused  the 
free-school  system  which  his  able  son-in-law,  Charles  Marim,  with  Willard 
Kail?  helped  to  establish. 

When  the  public  school  law  passed,  Manlove  Hayes  took  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  getting  a  new  school  house  built  in  Little  Creek  Hundred  about 
1830,  He  designed,  it  is  thought,  the  picturesque  octagonal  school  house  of 
undressed  stone  at  Cowgill's  Corner  with  two  rows  of  desks  facing  in  differ¬ 
ent  directions  for  the  boys  and  girls,  now  used  as  a  community  center, 

Manlove  Hayes  was  married  three  times.  His  first  wife  was  Zipporah 
(Dec*  1U,  177U — July  8,  1800),  the  daughter  of  Bolitha,  Jr.  and  Sarah 
(Parker)  Laws,  by  whom  he  had  Alexander  Laws  (b.  Mar.  17,  1793 — 1875),  for 
many  years  presiding  judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Lancaster  and  York  Coun¬ 
ties,  Pennsylvania j  and  Mary  (Mar.  8,  1795 — Feb.,  l8l8),  wife  of  Col, 

William  K.  Lockwood.  Their  sons  were  General  Henry  Hayes  Lockwood,  U.S. A., 
and  John  Alexander  Lockwood  (b.  Dec.,  1811),  surgeon  in  the  U.S.  Navy. 

His  second  wife  was  Mary  Laws  (d.  1803),  sister  of  his  first,  and 
they  were  married  March  2I4,  1801,  and  had  two  children.  His  third  wife,  Ann 
(Bell)  Emerson  (Dec.  23,  1776 — Sept.  10,  1862),  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Lewis)  Bell,  and  widow  of  Jonathan  Emerson,  a  wealthy  Quaker.  (See 
Bell).  Manlove  and  Ann  had  three  children,  Harriet  Sykes,  Manlove,  of  this 
line,  and  Charles  Polk  Hayes,  the  landscape  architect  for  the  Pennsylvania 


Railroad* 
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Manlove  Hayes  died  respected  and  lamented  at  York  Seat  in  his  eighty- 
first  year.  He  was  buried  in  the  Laws-Heverin  burying  ground  at  Lawland  in 
Jones  Neck  with  his  two  Laws  wives.  Their  remains  were  later  removed  to 
Christ  churchyard,  Dover. 

Ann  Bell  Hayes,  widely  known  for  her  intelligence,  and  Christian  vir¬ 
es 

tues,  died  September  10,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  3  and  was  buried  in 
the  Friends  burying  ground  in  Little  Creek  Hundred. 

Manlove  Haves,  Civic  Leader 
Fifth  Generation 

Manlove  Hayes  (May  5,  1817 — Oct.  31,  1910)  was  born  on  his  father’s 
farm  a  few  miles  east  of  Dover,  and  grew  up  at  York  Seat,  which  his  father 
soon  purchased,  in  Little  Creek  Hundred,  Kent  County,  Delaware, 

Here  he  had  the  advantages  of  a  cultured  circle  of  relatives  and 
friends,  his  half-brother  Gouverneur  Emerson  (Aug.  U,  1795 — July  2,  I87I4) 
being  a  physician  and  agriculturist  of  note  who  wrote  for  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  edited  C.  W.  Johnson’s  Farmers  Encyclopedia.... 

(18)414)5  translated  LePlay’s  Organization  of  Labor  from  the  French  and,  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War,  helped  organize  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia.  Another 
half-brother,  Alexander  Laws  Hayes  (b.  March  7,  1793) ,  was  a  lawyer,  and  for 
years  the  presiding  judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Lancaster  and  York  Coun¬ 
ties,  Pennsylvania. 

Manlove  Hayes’  mother’s  childhood  had  been  spent  in  and  near  Dover, 
"where  her  associations  with  her  cousins,  particularly  with  the  Sykes  family 
^Thcr  aunt  Agnes  married  James  Sykes,  a  jurist,  and  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress/,  who  were  cultivated  people....,  gave  her  great  advantages  and 


added  grace  to  her  superior  natural  endowments.  She  was  a  great  favorite, 
and  very  popular  in  the  social  circle  in  which  she  moved. 

In  this  atmosphere  young  Manlove  spent  his  boyhood,  and  when  his 
favorite  half-sister,  Susan  Emerson,  married  the  bright  and  witty  Charles 
Marim  of  Chipping  Norton,  he  felt  the  separation  keenly.  Although  very  soon 
Charles  Marim  won  his  affection.  "I  remember  with  great  pleasure,"  Manlove 
wrote,  "my  visits  to  their  home,  and  the  interest  he  took  in  my  education 
and  boyish  sports." 

Manlove  first  attended  the  subscription  school  in  Little  Creek  Neck. 

This  was  in  a  log  house  of  the  most  primitive  order,  and  heated  with  a  ten- 

plate  stove  in  the  centre.  At  home  his  mother  had  him  reading  Latin  when  he 

11 

was  eleven  years  old.' 

Although  more  inclined  to  farm  work  and  sports  than  bocks,  his  father 
and  mother  were  anxious  about  his  education  and  sent  him  at  fifteen  to  the 
Old  Academy  at  Newark,  Delaware.  Charles  Marim  drove  him  there  in  his  gig. 
The  Rev.  A.  K.  Russell,  was  rector  of  the  school,  and  Mr.  John  Houston,  its 
tutor.  The  Academy  had  an  enviable  reputation,  and  was  patronized  by  the 
leading  families  of  New  Castle,  Wilmington,  and  from  down  the  peninsula. 

While  at  Newark,  in  the  spring  of  l833>  the  building  of  the  College 
was  commenced.  When  the  trenches  were  dug  for  the  f oundations,  young  Manlove 
watched  with  interest.  The  head  workman  observing  the  lad  asked  if  he  would 
like  to  lay  the  first  brick.  "On  my  replying  that  I  would,"  said  Manlove, 

"he  handed  me  a  brick  and  I  jumped  into  the  trench;  he  showed  me  where  to  lay 
it  and  said  the  mason  would  begin  there...." 

The  building  was  finished  in  1838,  and  Newark  Academy  was  merged 
into  Newark  College  (now  the  University  of  Delaware)  where  Manlove  continued 
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his  studies  in  civil  engineering  until  1836.  That  year  he  accepted  the  post 

of  assistant  in  an-  engineering  corps  engaged  in  locating  and  building  the 

East  Tennessee  Railroad,  He  had  met  J.  C,  Trautwine,  who  headed  the  project 

and  before  leaving  for  the  South  was  invited  to  dine  with  Trautwine  and 

William  Strickland  at  the  United  States  Hotel  in  Philadelphia.  Strickland, 

then  chief  engineer  of  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad, 

had  engaging  manners,  Manlove  said,  and  kept  them  amused  with  his  stories. 

Today  Strickland  is  famous  as  an  architect,  having  designed  the  Philadelphia 

3  2 

Exchange,  and  other  important  national  buildings. 

In  Tennessee  Manlove  was  put  in  charge  of  a  division  of  the  Railroad 
until  18)40  when,  due  to  the  financial  depression,  work  was  suspended. 

Coming  home  by  stage,  near  Nashville  they  were  stopped  by  a  messen¬ 
ger,  and  turned  through  a  wide  lawn  halting  before  an  imoosing  residence. 
There,  on  the  porch  stood  an  erect,  soldierly-looking  old  gentleman  whom 
Manlove  at  once  recognized  as  General  Andrew  Jackson.  The  place  was  the 
n Hermitage"  where  General  Jackson  had  retired  after  two  terms  in  the  White 
House.  A  guest  was  leaving,  whom  Manlove  took  to  be  a  portrait  painter,  as 
he  carried  a  square  canvas  of  portrait  size. 

At  home  Manlove  x^as  cordially  received,  although  he  had  strong  mis¬ 
givings  as  he  did  not  wish  to  impose  on  his  father.  He  considered  merchan¬ 
dising,  but  had  no  capital  to  go  in  business  for  himself,  and  was  too  proud 
to  work  as  a  clerk  for  someone  else.  In  fact,  merchandising  did  not  es¬ 
pecially  appeal  to  him.  He  tried  reading  law,  but  that  bored  him,  and  fin¬ 
ally  when  one  of  his  father's  farms  became  vacant  his  father  decided  to  let 
him  run  it. 

This  gave  him  an  opnortunity  to  try  out  new,  scientific  methods  of 
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farming  which  appealed  to  him,  and  he  had  the  advice  of  his  scholarly  half- 
brother,  Dr,  Emerson,  a  constant  experimenter  on  his  Kent  County  estate.  It 
was  about  this  time  that  Dr.  Emerson  was  revising  Cuthbert  Johnson’s  Farmers 
Encyclopedia  to  be  published  by  Carey  and  Hart  in  Philadelphia."^ 

In  I8I46  Manlove  Hayes,  with  Chancellor  Samuel  Maxwell  Harrington  and 
Caleb  H.  Sipple,  of  Dover,  established  and  ran  a  steamboat  line  from  Dona 
Landing  to  Philadelphia,  and  at  Dona  Landing  he  supervised  building  the 
wharf,  hotel  and  other  improvements  for  the  company. 

As  an  eligible  bachelor  he  was  invited  to  meet  young  ladies  of  his 

circle  visiting  Dover.  When  Mary  duPont  came  to  town,  Manlove  became  an 

admirer.  Her  Williamina  Ridgely  wrote  that  Mary  broke  many  hearts, 

^  "  Str¬ 

and  had  turned  Manlove  Hayes  away.  Evidently  Mary’s  mother,  Ann  Ridgely 

A 

duPont,  wished  to  know  more  about  Manlove  whom  Williamina  thought  "a  very 
stiff  young  man.1’^ 

When  his  father  died  in  I8I4.9  Manlove  inherited  York  Seat  where  he 
resided  until  1861;.  That  year  his  fine  new  house  just  south  of  Dover  (now 
in  the  city  limits)  was  completed,  and  he  moved  his  family  there.  The  grounds 
were  laid  out  by  Mr.  Saunders,  a  leading  Philadelphia  landscape  gardener.  It 
was  one  of  the  most  attractive  places  in  the  county,  and  he  called  it  Nor¬ 
wood,  Later  his  daughters  changed  the  name  to  Grenewald  as  it  is  known 
today.  The  house,  with  its  surrounding  lawn,  is  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Carl 
Scull. 

In  politics  Manlove  Hayes  was  a  Whig,  and  in  18)43  served  as  clerk  of 
the  State  Senate,  and  in  l8f>2  was  elected  to  Delaware’s  last  Whig  legislature. 
During  the  Presidential  election  of  i860  he  took  an  active  part  in  favor  of 
Bell  and  Everett,  the  Union  party’s  candidates,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the 
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Baltimore  National  Convention.  After  the  nomination  he  was  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  who  waited  on  Mr.  Bell  at  his  hotel  in  Philadelphia. 

When  civil  war  broke  out,  although  strongly  opposed  to  the  horrors 
of  war,  and  having  hoped  to  the  last  it  could  be  averted,  he  gave  full  srpoovi 
to  the  Republican  administration,  and  thereafter  supported  the  party1 s  prin¬ 
ciples.  He  was  chairman  of  the  County  Executive  Committee  in  1872  when  for 
the  first  time  since  the  Civil  War  the  Republicans  named  electors  and  con¬ 
gressmen* 

He  was  named  a  director  of  the  Delaware  Railroad  Company  in  1861; ,  for 
which  company  he  had  been  instrumental  in  procuring  legislation  for  its  con¬ 
struction,  and  in  1870  was  named  its  secretary  and  treasurer — which  posts  he 
held  until  his  death.  He  wrote  the  railroad’s  history. 

As  one  of  the  chief  organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Dover 
he  served  on  its  first  board  of  directors,  and  continued  in  office  many  ve^r0 
A  founder  of  the  Dover  Library  in  188£,  he  was  elected  its  first  president, 
and  served  as  such  for  years. 

His  keen  interest  in  agricultural  improvements  induced  him  to  help 
organize  both  State  and  local  Agricultural  societies,  serve  as  first  corres¬ 
pondent  from  Kent  County  to  the  Agricultural  Department  of  Washington,  and 
corresponding  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 

At  Delaware  College  he  served  as  trustee,  and  constantly  strove  for 
the  school’s  betterment.  The  experimental  farm  is  due  in  a  large  measure  vo 
his  effort  and  interest.  The  Class  Book  of  1910  was  dedicated  in  his 
honor 

He  had  married  2  mo,  17,  l8£l,  in  Philadelphia,  Rebecca  Carmalt 
(5  mo.  22,  1821; —  1912.) ,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Parry)  Howell  °f 


»> 


-  [-6  - 


Philadelphia  (Sec  Howell).  Their  second  daughter  Edith  (b,  I4  no.  9,  1855), 
of  this  line,  married  Daniel  Mifflin  Wilson  (See  Wilson) . 

When  Manlove  Hayes  died  he  left  behind  an  enviable  record  of  public 
service#  His  broad,  discriminating  mind  was  ever  alert  to  ways  of  improv¬ 
ing  the  human  lot,  and  his  greatest  desire  was  to  elevate  and  purify.  Being 
governed  by  conscientious  conviction,  he  "never  sold  the  truth  to  serve  the 
hour . " 
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reading  Latin  by  the  time  they  were  eleven., 
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Bell 

Robert  Bell  _  Mary  O’Brien 

b.  b. 

cl.  17U8  d.  1772 

2.  James  Hunter 
d.  1757 

Issue: 

1.  Henry,  married  Elizabeth  Lewis 

2.  Robert  (d.  1760),  unmarried 

3.  Thomas  (d,  1. 7 7 h ) 5  married  Mary 
Lu  John  (b.  17hl)j  of  this  line 

$.  Mary,  married  Mr.  Jones,  Hr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Edgar 

6.  Nancy,  married  James  Sykes,  Esq. 

7.  Lucy,  married  the  Rev.  William  Magaw 

John  Bell  _  Mary  Lewis 

b.  I7I4I  b. 

d.  1787  d.  183$ 

2.  Isaiah  Wharton 

Issue: 

1.  Ann  (1776 — 1862,  of  this  line,  married  Jonathan  Emerson  and 
Manlove  Hayes.  See  Hayes 

2.  Margaret,  of  this  line,  married  William  McMinomy,  and  their 
daughter  Sophie  married  Thomas  Williams  Wilson.  See  Wilson 


3 .  Mary 
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h»  Elizabeth 

5>.  daughter 

6.  Stephen,  died  young 

Robert  Eell  of  Cumberland  County,  New  Jersey 

Robert  Bell  (d.  3.7U8),  according  to  family  tradition,  was  from 
Belfast,  Ireland,  where  he  had  married  Mary  O'Brien.  On  coming  to  America 
they  first  settled  at  Elizabeth,  in  Cumberland  County,  New  Jersey.  Tradi¬ 
tion  tells  that  they  owned  the  land  where  Elizabethtown  stands. 

Robert  had  an  extraordinary  capacity  for  business,  owned  a  store 
and  three  vessels  trading  to  Philadelphia. ^ 

After  Robert  Bell’s  death  Mary  married  James  Hunter  (d.  175>7),  a 

o 

merchant,  of  Kent  County,  Delaware.  She  died  in  1772  in  Kent  County, 

Of  their  six  children  John  (17U1 — 1787)  was  the  ancestor  of  this 
line,  and  Nancy  married  James  Sykes  (1725> — 1793 )5  jurist  and  statesman,  who 
was  judge  of  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  secretary  of  the  Delaware 
Council  of  Safety  1776-1777,  and  delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress 
1777-1778.  Their  son  James,  Jr.  (1761 — 1822)  was  a  noted  physician,  and 
governor  of  Delaware  in  1801-02.  A  great  grandson  was  General  George 
Sykes  (1822 — 1880),  distinguished  Civil  War  commander.^  The  youngest 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Bell  married  the  Reverend  William  Magaw,  rector 
of  Christ  Church,  Dover,  and  of  St.  Pauls,  in  Philadelphia. 

John  Pell  of  Little  Creek  Landing,  Kent  County 


Second  Generation 
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John  Bell  (Sept.  20,  l?hl — 178?)  resided  at  Little  Creek  Landing, 
and  married  his  neighbor  Mary  (b.  Nov.  1?,  1753) *  daughter  of  Daniel  (d.  1761) 
and  Margaret  (Paradoe)  Leuis  of  Jones  Neck.'' 

Daniel  Lewis  was  a  prosperous  planter,  and  his  wife  Margaret  (d.  1800) 
was  the  daughter  of  Stephen  Paradee,  Esq.  (1759)  who  served  as  one  of  His 
Majesty’s  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  1727*  1735*  and  1758*  (This  is  an  ances¬ 
tral  claim  for  the  Colonial  Dames.)  As  Justice  he  signed  a  petition  to  the 
King  in  1735  protesting  against  Lord  Baltimore’s  claim  to  this  territory. ^ 

After  the  death  of  Daniel  Lewis,  his  widow  Margaret  married  Captain 
Jonathan  Caldwell  (d.  1781)  whose  claim  to  fame  rests  on  the  tradition  that 
he  originated  the  term  "Blue  Hen’s  Chickens."  He  had  the  best  fighting 
cocks,  of  the  "blue  hen  strain,"  and  his  men  were  unexcelled  in  battle. 
Jonathan  and  Margaret  had  no  children.  She  survived  him  several  years, 
dying  intestate  in  1800.  Her  son  Stephen  Lewis,  Esq.,  later  to  serve  as 
Speaker  of  the  House  in  Delaware,  administered  her  estate  when  the  heirs 
were:  Mary  and  Elizabeth  Bell,  Ruhama  and  Stephen  Lewis,  Jr.,  and  Hannah 

r-» 

Levick. 1 

John  Bell  died  testate  in  Little  Creek  Hundred  in  1787*  and  willed 
his  estate  to  his  beloved  wife  Mary  for  life,  then  his  eldest  daughter 
Nancy  (Ann)  was  to  receive  the  house  and  lot  where  he  dwelt.  The  residue 
of  his  estate  was  to  be  equally  divided  between  his  four  daughters,  Nancy 
(later  Mrs.  Manlove  Hayes),  Margaret  (later  Mrs.  William  McMinomy),  Mary, 
and  Elizabeth. 

Nancy  (1777 — Sept.  10,  1862 ),  the  eldest  daughter,  had  grace  and 
charm,  and  through  study,  and  the  association  with  a  cultivated  circle  of 
relatives  and  friends,  developed  her  intellectual  endowments.  At  seventeen 
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she  married  Jonathan. Emerson  on  May  23,  1793,  heir  to  an  estate  of  800 


acres  in  Little  Creek  Neck,  one  of  the  best  tracts  of  land  in  the  county. 

The  Emersons  were  Friends,  and  after  her  marriage  Ann  was  converted  by  the 
truth  of  their  doctrines.^ 

After  Jonathan’s  death  she  married  Manlove  Hayes  in  l8l3.  He  was 
twice  a  widower  with  children  by  both  wives.  This  combined  four  sets  of 
children  in  her  household  whom  she  brought  up  well  enough  that  they  remained 
devoted  to  each  other  throughout  their  lives. 

She  was  noted  for  hospitality,  as  well  as  benevolence,  and  her 
children,  and  descendants  revere  her  memory.  Pieces  of  silk  that  she  spun, 
and  crocheted  into  bags,  for  they  raised  silk  worms  at  York  Seat,  as  well 
as  pieces  of  her  wool  blankets,  and  linen  made  on  the  place,  are  still- 
cherished  in  the  family. 


1.  Reminiscences  by  Manlove  Hayes,  10;  and  notes  made  by  Manlove  Hayes,  Jr. 
Coll,  of  Ralph  C.  Wilson 

2.  Register  of  Wills,  Dover,  K  173-173  (Mary  Hunter  and  Robert  Bell 
administrators  of  James  Hunter,  Merchant,  1737)j  A  3*  18U ,  H.R.D.  (will  of 
Robert  Bell  who  names  his  mother  Mary  Hunter,  and  brothers  and  sisters); 

L  110,  Register’s  office,  Dover  (John  Bell,  next  of  kin,  adminr.  of  Mary 
Hunter ) 

3*  Scharf,  Hist,  of  Del.,  I  38l,  382;  Delaware  State  Portraits,  5>1; 

D.A.B.,  XVIII,  233 

3.  Bell  family  chart,  Coll.  Ralph  C.  Wilson 

3*  Ibid.  This  chart  shows  that  Mary  (Lewis)  Bell  was  the  daughter  of 
Daniel,  and  Margaret  (Paradce)  Lewis;  Reminiscences,  11;  Kent,  Del. 
guardian  accounts,  Daniel  Lewis,  dec’d  1768.  Jonathan  Caldwell  guardian 
for  Mary,  Daniel,  and  Elizabeth  Lewis,  heirs  of  Daniel  Lewis;  Coll.  Kent 
Co. ,  Del.  Probate  Rees. ,  196  (will  of  Daniel  Lewis) 

6.  Scharf,  Hist,  of  Del.,  II,  1030;  Misc.  Papers  1633-1803  Three  Lower 
Counties  Delaware,  163  (petition  to  the  King),  H.S.P.;  Oaths  of  Allegiance 
to  the  King  (not  paged),  H.R.D. ;  A  38,  233,  A  39,  2  (Stephen  Parados’s 
will  and  settlement),  H.R.D.:  Papers  of  Hist.  Soc.  Del.,  XIII,  8l  N. 
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7*  George  V.  Ilassey  II,  "Stephen  Paradee,  Planter,  of  Kent  County  Upon 
Delaware  and  A  Line  Of  His  Descendants"  (Dover,  I960),  2-10;  A  10,  5>0-5l, 

H.R.D. 


8.  A  3,  173,  H.R.D. 

9.  Reminiscences  of  M.  Hayes,  11 
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Polk  (Pollock) 

Robert  Polk  _  Magdalen  (Tasker?) 

b*  b. 

d.  1703  d.  1727/8 

Issue: 

1,  John 

2.  Winiam  (d.  1739) 

3 •  James 

h.  Robert  (d.  1726/7) 

5*  Joseph 

6.  Ephraim  (d.  1718),  of  this  line 

7*  Margaret 
8 .  Ann 

Ephraim  Polk  _  Elizabeth  Williams 

b.  b. 

d*  c.  1718  d. 

2#  John  Laws 

Issue: 

1.  Charles  (b.  1703),  of  this  line 

2.  John 
3*  Joseph 
lu  Ephraim 


Charles  Polk  1738  Patience  Manlove 


b.  1703  b. 

d.  I78I4  d.  1776 

Issue: 

1*  Mary  Magdalen,  married  Henry  Bowman  and  Robert  Minors 
2,  Charles 

3*  Priscilla  (b.  17U2),  of  this  line,  who  married  Nathaniel  Hayes 
U.  Anna 

5.  George 

6.  John 

Robert  Polk,  of  Damn  Quarter,  Somerset  County,  Maryland 

The  progenitor  of  this  extraordinary  family,  nine  of  whom  appear 
in  the  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  was  Robert  Polk  or  Pollock  (d,  1703) 
and  his  wife  was  named  Magdalen.  They  evidently  came  from  Ireland,  but 
definitely  settled  in  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  at  a  place  called  Damn 
Quarter  in  1687.  Here  he  took  up  two  tracts  of  land  called  Polk’s  Lott  and 
Polk’ s  Folly  embracing  15>0  acres  in  Mony  Hundred  north  of  the  Manokin  River 
March  7,  1687.^ 

On  August  9,  1697 ,  he  purchased  another  100  acres  from  Augustin 

Stanford  for  5*000  pounds  of  tobacco.  This  was  in  a  neck  of  land  between 

the  Manokin  and  Mony  Rivers  back  in  the  woods  at  the  head  of  ’’Pegion  House 

2 

Creek"  and  was  called  "Forlorne  Hope." 

3 

Robert  Polk  died  testate  in  Somerset  County  in  1703,  and  his  wife 
survived  him  twenty  years.  Her  will,  proved  in  1727,  furnishes  a  clue 
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to  her  Irish  hone.  She  left  land  there  to  her  son  Joseph  called  "Honing" 
in  the  barony  of  "Refo,"  parish  of  "Lc-ford"  (Lifford),  County  Donegal.  Her 
will  named  no  other  children,^ 

A  pedigree  tracing  the  Polk  family  from  Fulbert  the  Saxon  A.D.  1075> 
has  been  published  but  there  is  no  verification  for  its  authenticity.^ 
Neither  does  the  name  Robert  Bruce  Polk  appear  in  the  few  original  records 
pertaining  to  the  emigrant.  He  is  named  Robert  Polk  only. 

Among  the  children  of  Robert  Polk,  possibly  by  his  wife  Magdalen, 
John  is  claimed  for  the  ancestor  of  the  distinguished  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee  Polks  who  include  James  K.,  the  President,  and  Colonel  William 
Polk,  Revolutionary  hero  and  a  founder  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
whose  son  Leonidas,  was  a  bishop  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and 
lieutenant-general  in  the  Confederate  Army.^  Robert  (d.  1726/?),  the  fourth 
son  of  Robert,  was  an  ancestor  of  Truston  Polk  (1811 — 1786),  U.S.  Senator 

n 

and  Governor  of  Missouri, 1  and  of  Ephraim  of  this  line. 

Ephraim  Polk  of  Clonmell  and  Golden  Quarter  in  Somerset  County 

Second  Generation 

Ephraim  Polk  (d.  1718)  followed  his  father’s  footsteps  as  a  planter, 
and  acquired  several  tracts  of  land  by  patent:  "Clonmell,"  containing  ICO 
acres  in  1700 \  "Long  Delay,"  27U  acres  in  1705>,  and  "Chance"  another  200 
acres  in  171;? •  He  also  purchased  "Golden  Quarter"  and  "Locust  Hammock"  in 
1707  and  1716  respectively. 

He  had  married  Elizabeth  Williams  about  1701,  and  died  intestate 

in  Somerset  County  in  1718  when  letters  of  administration  on  his  estate 

.  8 

were  granted  to  his  widow.  She  married  John  Laws  before  172u. 


v 
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Charles  Polk  of  Sussex  County 
Third  Generation 

Charles  Polk  (March  16,  1703 — August  28,  l?8i|)  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Maryland,  but  removed  to  Sussex  County,  Pennsylvania,  which  in  1776 
became  Delaware. 

He  married  Patience  Manlove  July  8,  1738,  by  whom  he  had  six  surviv¬ 
ing  children.  Their  eldest  son  Charles  (October  26,  17l'0 — August  28,  1795) 
became  a  judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  for  Sussex,  and  was  the  father  of  Charles 
Polk  (November  15,  1788 — October  27,  1857),  lawyer,  and  twice  Governor  of 
Delaware. 

In  his  message  of  January,  1829,  he  uttered  the  motto  since  retained 

by  Delaware:  "Delaware  was  the  first  to  adopt  the  Constitution,  and  may 

she  be  the  last  to  desert  it.  May  it  be  unimpared  by  the  lapse  of  time, 

unfettered  by  illiberal  construction,  unchanged  by  the  restless  spirit  of 

o 

internal  factions  or  the  ruthless  violence  of  external  foes."' 

The  second  daughter  of  Charles  and  Patience  (Manlove)  Polk  was 
Priscilla  (b.  November  15,  17l±2)  who  married  Nathaniel  Hayes  of  this  line.^^ 
(See  Kayes) 

~T.  Rent  Rolls,  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  1663-1723,  129,  Maryland 
Historical  Society  (M.H.S.) 

2.  Land  Records,  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  L  107,  I46O,  Hall  of  Records, 
Annapolis  ( H .R .A . ) 

3.  Wills,  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  II,  Ul6  (H.R.A.) 

U.  Ibid.,  box  3,  fo.  90;  also  Jane  Baldwin  Cotton,  Maryland  Calendar  of 
Wills,  VI,  19 

5.  Mary  Winder  Garrett,  "Pedigree  of  the  Pollok  or  Polk  Family..."  : 
American  Historical  Magazine,  I,  No.  2,  15U 
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6.  Mrs.  Frank  M.  Angellotti,  "The  Polks  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee": 
New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  LXXVII,  13U,  136 

7.  William  H.  Polk,  Polk  Family  a.nd  Kinsmen,  691,  69h;  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography,  XV,  U3 

8.  Garrett,  "Polk  or  Pollok  Fam." :  Amer .  Hist,  Mag . ,  IV,  No.  2,  12U-127 

9.  Ibid.,  IV,  127,  128 

10.  Ibid.,  IV,  132 ;  A  93,  106  (H.R.D.)  (will  of  Charles  Polk,  planter, 
1791-1781;,  which  names  sons  Charles  and  George  Polk,  daughters  Priscilla, 
Ann  and  Mary,  and  brother  Ephraim  Polk) 
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Manlove 


Mark  Manlove  _  Hannah 

b.  b. 

d.  1666  d. 

2.  Elizabeth 

Issue  by  Hannah: 

1,  John  (d.  Cj_  l69h) }  of  this  line 

2,  Mary,  married  Nov.  23,  l66l,  Thomas  Gilley  or  Gillis 

3,  Ann 

U.  Thomas,  married  in  1667,  Jane  Delmas 

5.  Hannah,  married  in  1667,  John  Marrett 

6.  Abia,  married  John  Parrimore 

7*  Mark,  married  in  1672,  Elizabeth  Greene 

8.  Elizabeth 


Issue  by  Elizabeth: 

9.  George  (b.  1660) 

10.  Peercy  (b.  1663),  married  in  l68l,  John  Waltham 

11.  Luke  (b.  1666) 

12.  Christopher 

13.  William,  married  in  1676,  Alice  Robbins 


John  Manlove  _  Ann 

b.  d. 

1672  Elizabeth  Loe 


d.  c.  169U 


. 
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Issue,  thought  to  be  by  Elizabeth  Loe: 

1*  John,  Jr.  (d.  c_.  1731),  of  this  line 

John  Polk,  Jr.  _ 

b. 

d.  c.  1731 

Issue: 

1 .  Manuel 

2.  John 

3.  Patience  (b.  1711),  of  this  line,  married  Charles  Polk.  See  Polk 

U.  Mary 

Mark  Manlove  of  Manlove 1 s  Lot  in  Somerset  County,  Maryland 

Mark  Manlove  (d.  1666)  settled  first  in  Northampton  County,  Virginia, 
where  he  was  living  in  April  1659.  He  removed  to  the  Poc.omoke  section  of 
Virginia,  later  to  become  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  in  16614-5  where  he 
lived  at  Manlove1 s  Lot  on  the  north  side  of  the  Pocomoke  River 

He  was  therefore  among  the  first  settlers  in  this  area,  before 

2 

Somerset  County  was  established  in  August,  1666.  This  entitled  him  to  50 
acres  for  each  of  the  following  persons  he  brought  into  the  county:  George, 
Christopher,  Hannah,  Perce  and  Thomas  Manlove,  and  Ann  Williams.-^ 

On  January  20,  1665,  Mark  Manlove  patented  300  acres  called  Pimmo 
or  Pimmore,^  and  at  his  death  in  1 666  his  landed  estate  exceeded  500  acres. 

His  will,  executed  September  lU,  1666,  left  500  acres,  situated  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Pocomoke  River,  to  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and  her  children 


iosO  jy^ni/oo  orff  oiai  .trigi/cnd  sri  enoaioq  snlwr,  Co‘  adfr  lo  rfoco  'lol  S9 ^fl 
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His  sons  George  and  Luke,  and  daughters  Mary,  Hannah,  Abyah,  and  Persy 
Manlove,  and  grandchildren  Hannah  Gilley  and  Richard  Hackworth,  received 
personal  bequests.  The  residue  of  his  lands  went  to  his  sons,  Mark,  William, 
and  Christopher,  His  wife  Elizabeth,  and  son-in-law  (step  son?),  Richard 
Hackworth,  were  named  executrix  and  executor.  The  overseers  were  Stephen 
Horsey,  and  William  Weeden.^ 

After  Mark’s  death  his  widow  married,  on  February  2,  1666,  William 
Greene. ^ 


John  Manlove  of  Nanticoke 
Second  Generation 

John  Manlove  (d.  169U),  the  eldest  son,  was  evidently  excluded 

from  his  father’s  will  because  he  had  been  provided  for.  "...out  of  ye 

tender  love  and  affection  I  bear  unto  my  son  John  Manlove,"  Mark  stated  in 

7 

a  deed  when  he  gave  him  land  on  August  13,  1662. 

John  was  a  juror  at  a  court  held  November  27,  1666,  in  Somerset 
County;  and  in  1667,  Mark  Manlove,  Jr.  revoked  his  choice  of  his  brother 
John  for  guardian,  choosing  in  his  place  his  step-father  William  Green. 

John  first  married  Ann,  whose  last  name  is  unknown,  and  who  died 
shortly  after  without  issue.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  married  August  9, 
1672,  in  Somerset  County,  was  Elizabeth  Loe. 

John  Manlove  settled  in  the  Nanticoke  section  of  Somerset,  where 
he  died  before  169b  when  his  estate  was  settled.  John  had  a  son  John,  Jr. 


■  orio  t/r  ib rt&u%  *k  1  nrfot, 
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John  Manlove,  Jr,  of  Cedar  Crock  Hundred 
Third  Generation 

John  Manlove,  Jr,  (d.  c,  1731)  settled  in  Cedar  Creek  Hundred, 

Sussex  County  on  the  Delaware,  where  he  bought  land  in  1703  from  Henry 
Molleston. 

Me  is  said  to  have  married  Sarah  Hulings,  and  died  prior  to  1731 
leaving  four  children:  Manuel,  John,  Patience,  and  Mary.  They  are  named  in 
a  deed  dated  March  23,  1731*  from  John  Manlove,  Jr.  of  Kent  County  on  the 
Delaware,  to  Manuel  Manlove,  of  Somerset  County.  It  recites  that  John 
Manlove,  Sr.  had  died  leaving  land  in  Cedar  Creek  Hundred,  and  names  the 
above  children, ^ 

His  daughter  Patience  (b.  1711),  of  this  line,  married  July  8,  1738, 
Charles  Polk  (b.  Mar.  16,  1701+) . 10  (See  Polk) 

1 .  Clayton  Torrence,  Old  Somerset  on  The  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  (Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  1933),  U3l  (This  account  lists  his  children  as  given  on  the 
front  chart) 

2.  Ibid.,  280 

3.  Ibid.,  U76 

U.  Ibid. ,  U72 

3*  Jane  Baldwin  Cotton,  Md.  Coll,  of  Wills,  I,  37 

6.  Torrence,  Old  Somerset,  397 

7*  Deeds  and  Wills,  1637  to  1662,  7Ua,  Northampton  Co.,  Va. 

8.  "Some  Paternal  Ancestral  Times  of  Samuel  Warren  Hall  II  as  compiled 
by  his  wife  Gertrude  Scott  Hall  1931,"  127,  133-136  (Manlove) 

9#  Sussex,  Del.,  deeds,  G  223;  also  G.  S.  Hall,  "Ancestral  Lines  of 
S.  W.  Hall  II,"  133-136 
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Howell 

John  Howell  _ 

b. 

d*  1721 

Issue: 

1.  Jacob  (1687 — 1768),  of  this  line 

2.  Evan  (1689— Jan.  173k) 

3 •  Sarah  (b.  1691/2) 

Jacob  Howell  1709  Sarah  Vernon 
b.  1687  b.  1689 

d.  1768  d.  1759 

2,  Deborah  Freed 

Issue  by  Sarah  Vernon: 

1.  Benjamin  (Aug.  19,  1710 — Aug.  2h>  1710) 

2.  Hannah  (Dec.  23,  1711— Jan.  10,  1712) 

3.  John  (Feb.  12,  1712— Oct.  15,  1765) 
iu  Jacob  (b.  May  13,  1715) 

5.  Sarah  (b.  Feb.  5,  1716) 

6*  Joseph,  twin  of  Samuel 

7.  Samuel  (1718—17140*  of  this  line 

8.  Isaac  (Mar.  7,  1722— Dec.  1797) 

9.  Joshua  (June  7,  1726—1797) 

10.  Martha,  twin  of  Mary  (d.  Dec.  lLi,  1728) 

11.  Mary  (Dec.  5,  1728— Dec.  12,  1728) 
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Samuel  Howell  17bU/5  Ann  Evans 
b.  1718  b.  1717/8 

d.  1780  d. 

Issue: 

1.  Abigail  (Dec.  23,  17U5 — May  12,  177b) 

2.  Hugh  (Apr.  2,  171*7— June  11,  1787) 

3*  Jacob  Samuel  (I7b9 — 1793),  of  this  line 
!*•  Sarah  (b.  Mar.  1,  1750),  who  died  young 

5.  Ann  (b.  Feb.,  1753) 

6.  Samuel  (b.  Jan.  1,  1?55) 

7*  Deborah  (b.  1757),  of  this  line,  who  married  Daniel  Mifflin 
See  Mifflin 
8.  Charles 

Jacob  Samuel  Howell 
b .  17U9 
d.  1793 

Issue: 

1.  James  (1779 — 1835),  of  this  line 

2.  Caleb 


1772  Mary  Car malt 
b.  1752 
d.  1830 


James  Howell  1806  Sarah  Parry 
b.  1779  b.  1781 

d.  1855  s.  186)4 


ISSU©4 


1*  Mary,  married  Dr.  Benjamin  R.  Hears 

2#  Elizabeth  Parry 
3.  Ann 

U.  Caleb,  married  Elizabeth  Hoover 

5*  Sarah,  married  Edx^ard  W.  Wilson.  See  Wilson 

6.  Rebecca  Carmalt  (182U — 1912),  of  this  line,  who  married 
Manlove  Hayes.  See  Hayes 

John  Howell  of  Philadelphia 

John  Howell  (d.  Jan.  26,  1721),  who  founded  this  substantial  Quaker 
family  in  Philadelphia,  emigrated  there  in  1697  with  his  three  children — 
Jacob,  Evan,  and  Sarah. 

They  came  from  the  ancient  walled  city  of  Aberysthwyth  in  Cardigan¬ 
shire,  Wales. 

The  Welsh  Quakers  did  not  all  come  to  Pennsylvania  because  of  perse 
cution,  although  it  was  a  relief  to  be  free  from  tattling  tythe  collectors 
and  noisesome  jails.  Many  left  comfortable  homes  and  severed  close  family 
ties  for  an  unknown  life  in  the  wilderness.  To  them  this  was  the  land  of 
promise — the  wilderness  prophesied  in  the  Book  of  Revelations  where  God  had 
prepared  a  place  for  his  people. 

John  Howell  settled  with  his  family  near  the  center  of  Philadelphia 
where  its  fast-growing  population  could  utilize  a  good  mason. 

Here  he  lived  out  his  life  until  January  26,  1721,  when  his  remains 
were  buried  in  the  Friends  burying  ground  at  the  present  Fourth  and  Arch 
Streets  in  the  city.'*' 
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Jacob  Howell,  Leather  Merchant  of  the  City  of  Chester 

Second  Generation 

As  he  grew  to  manhood  the  mercantile  world  of  the  Quakers  was 
familiar  to  Jacob  Howell  (Mar.  18,  1687 — Mar.  17,  1768)  and  he  became  a 
tanner  and  leather  merchant.  It  was  a  broad  world  for  Philadelphia's  Quaker 
merchants  traded  all  over  the  globe# 

Young  Jacob  must  have  served  the  usual  apprenticeship  under  an  estab¬ 
lished  leather  merchant,  learning  the  secrets  of  the  vats,  and  keeping 
accounts  in  the  store.  He  could  have  made  a  trip  or  two  to  sea  as  supercargo 
to  learn  about  selling  freight,  and  to  satisfy  his  wanderlust,  before  sett¬ 
ling  down  to  his  own  business. 

At  twenty  he  evidently  had  gained  this  experience  for  on  February  23, 
1707,  a  certificate  was  granted  to  him  by  the  Philadelphia  Meeting  to  Chester 
Meeting  when  he  settled  in  the  city  of  Chester. 

Here  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  and  erected  buildings  for  tanning 
and  merchandising  in  1707.  The  following  year  he  built  a  commodious  dwelling 
on  Edgemont  Street,  The  store  buildings  were  still  standing  in  1896,  but  the 
large  stone  in  the  front  wall  marked  J.  K.  1707,  with  characteristics  in  the 
Welsh  language,  had  been  removed. 

After  establishing  his  business,  and  building  his  house,  Jacob  Howell 
married  Sarah  (Sept.  13,  l689--Jan.  13,  1759),  the  daughter  of  Randle  and 
Sarah  (Bradshaw)  Vernon  of  Nether  Providence  Township,  Chester  County. 

(  See  Vernon ) 

With  Sarah1 3  assistance  Jacob  Howell  prospered,  and  by  1722  was  the 

2 

third  largest  taxpayer  in  Chester. 

In  1731,  and  17h3  he  served  as  county  commissioner,  and  in  1752  was 


-  66  - 


3 

elected  to  the  Assembly,  (This  latter  service  permits  qualifying  descen¬ 
dants  to  accept  membership  in  the  Colonial  Dames,  and  the  men’s  society  of 
Colonial  Wars,)  Jacob  Howell  frequently  served  on  road- juries,  and  as  com¬ 
missioner  for  public  buildings. 

In  the  Society  of  Friends  he  acted  for  over  fifty  years  as  a  minister, 
and  for  many  years  was  treasurer  of  Chester  Quarterly  Meeting. 

Sarah  Vernon  Howell  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years  and  eleven 
months  having  born  ten  children,  four  of  whom  were  twins.  The  seventh  of 
these  was  Samuel,  himself  a  twin,  of  this  line. 

Four  years  after  Sarah’s  death  Jacob  Howell  married  Deborah  Freed  -on 
August  13,  1763,  but  they  had  no  children. 

He  died  at  Chester,  aged  eighty-one.  Notice  of  his  death  appeared 
in  the  Pennsyl.  vania  Gazette  on  March  2h,  1768,  which  says  that  he  was  "a 
preacher  of  note  among  the  people  called  Quakers.” 

Samuel  Howell,  Merchant  of  Philadelphia 
Third  Generation 

Samuel  Howell  (Feb,  6,  1728 — Sept,  16,  1780),  the  fourth  surviving 
son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Vernon)  Howell,  was  born  in  Chester,  and  probably 
served  his  apprenticeship  in  Philadelphia  where  he  became  established  as  a 
hat  manufacturer  and  merchant. 

His  shop,  "in  Chestnut  Street,"  was  the  sign  of  The  Beaver  where  he 
sold  "Ozenbrigs,  cotton  and  linen  checks. ., nails,  powder  and  shot,  Irish 
linen... silk  handkerchiefs,"  velvet,  French  verdigrease,  shalloons  and  writing 
paper*  All  of  these  he  had  just  imported  from  London  in  1753. 

He  soon  became  a  leader  in  Philadelphia’s  commercial  world,  and  as 


— '  67  •• 


such  signed  the  important  Non-Importation  Agreement  of  October  25,  1765.  He 
served  on  the  Common  Council  of  the  city,  and  was  a  deputy  to  the  ProvincipJ. 
Conference.^4 

In  spite  of  his  Quaker  scruples  against  war,  he  served  with  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  Robert  Morris  on  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Philadelphia  in 
1775 — 1776,  but  declined  to  serve  on  the  Council  of  Safety  in  1776  of  which 
his  son  Jacob  S.  was  secretary. 

He  had  married  at  Marion  Meeting  on  March  8,  17hh/5,  Anna  (b.  March 

23,  1717/8),  the  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Lowry  (Jones)  Evans  of  Chester  County.1^ 

She,  too,  was  of  Welsh  descent,  and  they  had  eight  children,  the  fourth  of 

7 

these  being  Jacob  Samuel  of  this  line. 

Jacob  Samuel  Howell,  Quaker  Patriot  of  Philadelphia 

Fourth  Generation 

Jacob  Samuel  Howell  (May  lU,  17U9 — Sept.  26,  1793),  the  second  son  of 
Samuel  and  Ann  (Evans)  Howell,  grew  up  in  Philadelphia  where  he  evidently 
worked  with  his  father.  Like  his  father  he  espoused  the  popular  side  in  the 
war  with  Great  Britain  and  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Council  of  Safety  from 
July  2U ,  1776  to  March  13,  1777,  and  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  War  in 
1777.^  (These  services  permit  qualifying  descendants  to  accept  membership 
in  the  Daughters  and  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.) 

He  married,  December  17,  1772,  Mary  (May  30,  1752 — ‘August  25,  1830), 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  Carmalt  of  Philadelphia. 

Jacob  Samuel  Howell  died  from  yellow  fever  during  the  terrible 
scourge  raging  that  year  in  Philadelphia. 

9 

He  and  his  wife  had  two  sons,  the  eldest  being  James  of  this  line. 
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Jair.es  Howell  of  Philadelphia 


Fifth  Generation 


Janies  Howell  (April  8,  1779 — Dec,  6,  1806)  grew  up  and  lived  in 
Philadelphia”^  where  he  was  married  December  2,  1806  in  the  North  Meeting 
House,  to  Sarah  (May  31,  1781 — March  U,  186U),  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Child)  Parry  of  Philadelphia.^  (See  Parry) 

James  Howell  was  a  goldsmith,  and  lived  at  5>0  South  Front  Street, 
Philadelphia.  He  and  his  wife  had  six  children  of  whom  Rebecca  Carmalt 
(b.  May  20,  I82I4),  of  this  line,  married  Manlove  Hayes.  (See  Hayes) 


1.  Jonathan  S.  Howell,  A  Memorial  History  and  Genealogical  Record  of  the 
John  Howell  and  Jacob  Stutznan  Families. „ , ,  Rushville,  III.,  1929,  9 

2.  Ibid.,  10 

3*  Pennsylvania  Archives,  IX,  2  ser.,  693 

U.  J.  S.  Howell,  Memorial  History  of  John  Howell,  on.  cit . ,  U5-U7 


9.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  III,  2  ser.,  68U,  689 

6.  Radnor  Mo.  Mec.,  births,  1682-1806  (birth  of  Ann  Evans);  Radnor  Marri¬ 
ages,  1729-1826,  73,  Friends  Library,  1U2  N.  16th  St.,  Philadelphia 

?•  Thomas  Allen  Glenn,  Marion  in  the  Welsh  Tract,  82  (for  Evans) 


8.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  III,  2  ser,,  689,  697 

9.  Howell,  Memorial  History  of  John  Howell ,  U6-h7$  Friends  Records,  II, 
231,  30U  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia  (Marriage  of  Jacob  Howell  and  Mary 
Carmalt) 

10.  Howell,  Memorial  History,  I16,  h7 

The  additional  names  and  dates  in  this  sketch  are  from  a  copy  of  Miss 
Anna  Bell  Haves’  application  for  membership  in  the  D.A.R.,  and  from  notes 
made  from  family  Bibles,  etc.,  by  Miss  Hayes  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  John  P. 
Saulsbury,  now  owned  by  Ralph  C.  Wilson 

11.  Philadelphia  Mo.  Mec.,  Northern  Dist.  Marriages,  1772-1836  (James 
Howell  is  called  goldsmith  in  this  record.) 
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Parry 

Harry  ap  Rees. 

Thomas  _ _  Elinor  Edwards 

b. 

d.  1701 

Issue: 

1*  Edward  (d.  2  mo.  28,  1726) 

2 .  Mary 

3.  Thomas  (1680—1719),  of  this  line 

Thomas  Parry  1715  Jane  Phillips 
b.  1680  b.  1696 

d.  17*49  living  in  1763 

Issue: 

1.  Thomas  (  5  mo.  26,  1717—9  mo.  1,  1715) 

2.  Philip  (11  mo.  19,  1718 — 1  mo.  16,  1785),  married  R.  Harker 

3.  John  (1721—1789),  of  this  line 

lu  Stephen  (7  mo.  28,  1723—7  mo.  30,  1763),  married  Esther  Walmsley 
5«  Edward  (11  mo.  1,  1725 — 9  mo.  17,  1792) 

6.  David  (6  mo.  30,  1729 — 12  mo,,  179U) 

7.  Mary  (7  mo.  5,  1732 — 8  mo.  20,  1810),  married  Samuel  Shoemaker 

8.  Jacob  (5  mo.  7,  1735 — 5  mo.  23,  1805),  married  and  had  issue 

9.  Isaac  (1  mo.  27,  1738—10  mo.  18,  1802) 

10.  Martha  (b.  3  mo.  3,  1739),  married  A.  'Cummings 


. 
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John  Parry  1751  Margaret  Tyson 
b.  1721  b.  1732/3 

d.  1789  d.  180U 

Issue: 

1#  Thomas  (1752 — 1830),  of  this  line 

2,  John  (12  mo.  13 ,  175h — 8  mo.  26,  1786),  married  Elizabeth  Roberts 
3*  Benjamin  (3  mo.  1,  1757 — 11  mo.  22,  1836),  married  Jane  Paxon 
li.  Phebe  (2  mo.  1,  1760 — 7  mo.  22,  1838),  married  S.  Walton 
5*  Stephen  (b.  1  mo.  10,  I76H) 

6.  David  (7  mo.  28,  1767—7  mo.  10,  18U8) 

7.  Daniel  (U  mo,  21,  177U — 7  mo.  16,  1856),  married  Martha  Dilworth 
of  Dilworthtown 

T h oma s  Parry  1778 
b,  1752 
d.  1830 

Issue: 

1.  Joseph  (10  mo.  23,  1779 — 3  mo.  29,  1808),  married  Anna  Pickering, 
widow 

2.  Sarah  (1781 — 1863),  of  this  line,  married  James  Howell  cf  Phila¬ 
delphia.  See  Howell 

3.  Benjamin  (1  mo.  6,  1783 — 10  mo.  2,  1801) 

I4.  Phebe  (10  mo.  19,  178H — 10  mo.  25,  1785) 

5.  Mary  (8  mo.  25,  1786 — 5  mo.  7,  18U8),  married  Benjamin  Davis 

6.  John  C.  (8  mo.  5,  1788—10  mo.  23,  i860),  married  Hannah  Story 


Elizabeth  Child 
b.  1757 
d.  1827 


No  issue 


7.  Margaret  (5  no.  1790—10  mo.  7,  1828) 

8.  Samuel  (8  mo.  11,  1793--U  mo.  2h,  1795) 

9.  Jonathan  (11  mo.  23,  1795 — 3  mo.  10,  1830),  unmarried 

10.  Thomas  (3  mo.  9 ,  1798—5  mo.  28,  1819) 

Thomas  Parry  from  Radnor,  Males 
Second  Generation 

Thomas  Parry  (1680 — 5  mo.  18,  17U9)  was  the  son  of  Harry  ap  Rees 
and  according  to  the  Welsh  custom  was  called  ap  Harry  (ap  meaning  son  of) 
which  becamed  shortened  to  Parry.  His  father  lived  in  the  parish  of  Henllan 
county  Cardejan,  Wales. 

Thomas  Parry  married  Elinor,  daughter  of  John  ap  Edward  of  the  paris 
of  Lanelwi,  county  Radnor,  Wales. 

While  living  there  he  purchased,  from  Roger  Hughes,  125  acres  of 
land  in  Radnor  Township,  Philadelphia  County,  Pennsylvania,  with  a  city  lot 
and  city  liberty  in  Philadelphia  for  six  pounds.  (Glenn  omits  the  date) 

Just  when  Thomas  and  Elinor  came  to  Philadelphia  is  not  known,  but 
the  name  of  Thomas  Parry  appears  in  the  Quaker  records  in  Philadelphia  in 
I69I4,  and  Elinor’s  name  is  found  there  in  1698,  However,  his  certificate 
from  the  Friends  Meeting  in  Radnorshire,  Wales,  was  not  granted  until  5th 
month  5,  1699*  This  certificate  tells  that  "he  was  very  serviceable  and 
many  complained  for  the  want  of  him."  He  was  a  weaver  by  trade, 

Thomas  Parry  died  at  Radnor,  Pennsylvania.  The  date  of  his  wife’s 
death  is  unknown.^ 
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Thomas  Parry,  Miller,  of  Horsham 
Third  Generation 

Thomas  Parry  (1680 — r  mo,  18,  17b9)  married  at  Radnor  Meeting,  8th 
month  27,  1715*  Jane  Phillips  (2  mo,  11,  1696 — aft.  I4  mo.  11,  1763),  the 
daughter  of  Philip  Phoebe  (Evans)  Phillips,  who  were  early  Welsh  Quaker 
settlers  in  Radnor. 

Thomas  Parry  owned  and  operated  a  grist  mill,  and  was  tax  collector 
for  Horsham  in  1723, 

Their  second  son  Philip  was  an  ancestor  of  Jesse  W.  Fell  (1808 — 1846) 
of  Bloomington,  Illinois,  the  intimate  friend  and  advisor  of  Abraham  Lincoln,^ 
and  through  him  an  ancestor  of  Adelai  Stevenson. 

John,  the  third  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  Parry,  is  the  ancestor  of  this 

Une. 


John  Parry,  Miller,  of  Horsham- 
Fourth  Generation 

John  Parry  (7  mo.  25*  1721--11  mo.  10,  1879)  grew  up  and  lived  at 

Horsham,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  married  Margaret  Tyson  (2  mo.  16,  173U/3-~ 

11  mo.  2L|.,  1807),  at  Horsham  Meeting,  9  mo.  21,  1751. 

She  introduced  a  strain  of  Holland-Dutch  blood  in  the  family,  being 

the  daughter  of  Derrick  (9  mo.  6,  1796—1776)  and  Ann  (Hooten)  Tyson  of 

Moreland  Township,  where  Derrick  manufactured  whips.  Derrick’s  father, 

Reynier  Teisen  1659 — 7  mo,  27,  17145),  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 

Germantown,  had  left  Rotterdam  and  gone  to  London  from  where  he  sailed  to 

3 

America  on  the  Concord  in  July,  1683.  His  wife  was  named  Margaret. 
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John  and  Margaret  Parry  lived  about  a  mile  from  Willow  Grove,  at  what 
was  later  Morgan’s  Corner.  The  assessment  for  Horsham  in  1776  lists  John 
Parry  with  a  grist  mill  and  106  acres  of  land.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade. 

The  stout,  gold-headed  walking  stick  with  his  name,  crest  and  date 
of  1731  cut  on  it  was  later  owned  by  Judge  William  Parry,  a  great-great 
grandson. 

John  died  at  his  home  in  the  manor  of  Moreland,  and  his  widow  Margaret 
died  at  Byberry.  Roth  are  buried  at  Horsham  Meeting.  Her  will  named  her  son 
Thomas.^ 

Thomas  Parry  of  Horsham 
Fifth  Generation 

Thomas  Parry  (8  mo.  20,  1732 — 10  mo.  26,  1830),  the  eldest  son  of  his 
parents,  was  born  at  Horsham,  and  married  11  mo.  16,  1778,  Elizabeth  Child 
(11  mo.  13,  1737 — 7  mo.  29,  1827)  at  Germantown  Meeting,  Philadelphia.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Shoemaker)  Child  of  Frankford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  (See  Child) 

Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Parry  lived  for  a  while  in  New  Jersey  where, 
with  their  children  Joseph,  Sarah,  Benjamin,  and  Phebe,  they  were  granted  a 
certificate  of  removal  from  Chester  Monthly  Meeting,  New  Jersey,  in  1783. 

Later  they  returned  to  Horsham  Meeting  where  a  certificate  was  sent  in  1788. 

Their  daughter  Sarah  (1781--1863)  married  James  Howell,  goldsmith  of 
30  South  Front  Street,  Philadelphia.  (See  Howell)  When  Sarah’s  brother 
Jonathan  Parry  died  unmarried  in  1830,  he  willed  half  his  personal  estate 
to  her  children:  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Caleb,  Sarah,  and  Rebeccah  Howell  (later 
Mi^s.  Manlove  Hayes  of  this  line."’  (Seo  Hayes) 


1.  Thomas  Allen  .Glenn,  Marion  in  the  Welsh  Tract, . ,  (Norristown,  1896), 
291;  I.  C.  Martindale,  VJebster  Parry,  "The  Genealogy  of  the  Parry  Fami3.y," 
1,  Collections  of  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  (hereafter 
C.G.S.P, ) 

2.  Glenn,  Marlon,  op,  cit, ,  13,  76;  Sarah  M.  Fell,  Genealogy  of  the  Fell 
Family  in  America. , .  (1891) , ' 139 -1U3 

3.  John  W.  Jordan,  Colonial  Families  of  Philadelphia  (N.Y.,  1911),  I,  689 

Lu  Glenn,  Marion,  291^  Parry  Family,  16;  also  Parry  Family  Records 

( Philadelphia  lu7 7 ) ,  9 


S>*  Parry  Family,  33,  88 
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Child 

Henry  Child  _ 

Cephas  Child  1716  Mary  Atkinson 

b,  b. 

living  in  1733/b  living  in  1734 

Issue: 

1*  Henry  (b.  Oct.  22,  1717) 

2*  Cephas  (b,  Oct.  30,  1718) 

3.  John  (b.  June  10,  1720) 

b.  Isaac  (b.  Mar.  1,  1722),  and  his  three  older  brothers  were  burned 
to  death  in  childhood 
5*  Abraham  (b.  172b) 

6.  Henry  (b.  Jan.  1,  1725/6) 

7.  Cephas,  Jr.  (b.  Jan.  18,  1727/8),  married  Percilla  Naylor  and 
Mary  Cadwalader 

8*  John  (b.  1730),  of  this  line 

9.  Isaac  (b.  May  lb,  1 73b ),  married  Rachel  Bradshaw 

John  Child  1751  Sarah  Shoemaker 

b,  b. 

living  in  1770  living  in  1770 

Issue: 

1*  Henry  (b.  Oct.  12,  1752),  married  Sarah  Kirk 
2,  Grace  (b.  Jan.  31,  175b),  died  in  infancy 
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3.  (b.  Nov.  30,  1733)*  married  Banjamin  Lloyd 

b*  Elizabeth  (b.  1739) *  of  this  line*  who  married  Thomas  Parry 
See  Parry 

3*  Mary  (Nov.  19*  1739 — July  3*  l8b2),  married  Caleb  Hallowell 

6.  Israel  (b,  Dec.  6,  1761),  died  in  his  third  year 

7*  Abraham  (b.  Mar.  b*  176b)*  died  in  his  sixth  year 

8.  Grace  (b.  Dec.  26,  1763) *  married  Joseph  Kirk 

9*  John  (b.  Nov.  23*  1768),  died  in  his  second  year 
10.  Hannah  (October  28,  1770 — May  18,  1797)*  married  Thomas  Walton 

Henry  Child  of  Coldhlll,  Hcrf ordshire,  England 

Henry  Child  (living  3  mo,  22,  1738)  resided  at  Coldhill  in  the  parish 
of  Anersham,  Hertfordshire,  England,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  On  January  20,  1687*  he  purchased  300  acres  of  unlocated  land  in 
Pennsylvania  for  10  pounds  from  William  Penn,  and  with  his  son  Cephas  set 
out  for  America  in  1693. 

He  located  his  purchase  in  Plumstead,  Bucks  County,  near  the  head¬ 
waters  of  Neshamony  Creek.1 

Cephas  Child  of  Plumstead,  Bucks  County 

Second  Generation 

Cephas  Child  (living  1733/3U)  was  placed  with  a  family  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1713  Henry  Child,  "for  the  love  and 
affection  he  beareth  to  his  son  Cephas,"  gave  his  300-acre  estate  to  him  and 
returned  to  England. 
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Cephas  married  Mary  Atkinson  (living  May  lit,  173U)  sometime  before 
January  22,  1717 ,  when  their  eldest  child  Henry  was  born.  She  bore  him  nine 
children.  Shortly  after  the  birth  of  the  fourth  child  Isaac,  on  March  1, 
3.722,  a  sad  fate  befell  the  family  when  all  four  children  were  burned  to 
death  in  the  destruction  of  their  house  by  fire. 

Two  affectionate  letters  were  preserved  in  the  family  addressed  to 

his  dear  child  Cephas  from  the  father  Henry  Child  at  "Homing  Crook"  in 

2 

England  and  dated  b  mo,  2,  1729,  and  3  no.  22,  1738. 

John  Child  of  Plunstead,  Bucks  County 
Third  Generation 

3 

John  Child  (June  lb,  1730 — 1801)  was  born  and  brought  up  in  Bucks 
Comity  whore  he  was  married  b  mo.  19,  1751,  by  Friends  Ceremony  to  Sarah, 
the  daughter  of  George  and  Grace  (White)  Shoemaker  of  Warrington  Township, 
Bucks  County. 

Her  father  George  Shoemaker  (d.  1776)  had  lived  in  Cheltenham  Town¬ 
ship,  Philadelphia  County,  where  his  father,  named  George  (c_.  1663 — -l?bl), 
had  settled  on  arrival  from  London  on  the  Jeffries  in  1686,  His  widowed 
mother  Sarah  accompanied  him,  and  they  were  from  the  Palatinate.  George 
Shoemaker  had  married  Sarah  Wall  in  169b,  the  daughter  of  Richard,  Jr,  and 
Rachel  Wall,  and  granddaughter  of  Richard  Wall,  who  with  his  wife  Joane 
(Wheel)  Wall  had  come  to  Philadelphia  from  England  in  1682.  The  mother  of 
Sarah  Shoemaker  Child  was  Grace  White,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  White  of 
Bristol,  Pennsylvania. 

John  and  Sarah  (Shoemaker)  Child  removed  to  Frankford,  Pennsylvania 
where  he  died  in  1801.  Her  death  is  not  given  in  this  genealogy. 
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Their  fourth  child,  Elizabeth  (b,  Nov.  19,  1759,  an  ancestress  of 
this  line,  married  Thomas  Parry.  ^  (See  Parry) 


1*  Elias  Child ,  Genealogy  of  the  Child,  Childs 
Past  and  Present . . . ,  from  1630  to  lSbl  ( Utica,  N 


and  Childe  Families, 

Y.,”lEBl7,"73l; 


of  the 


2.  Ibid.,  73U 

3.  Ibid. ,  7h3 

b,  Benjamin  H.  Shoemaker,  Geanealogy  of  the  Shoemaker  Family  of  Cheltenham, 
Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia,  MDCCCIIl) ,  U^9,  19,  20-24,  31,  32,  "53,  bp,  307", 

"  68  (this  genealogy  includes  the  children  of  Manlove  and  Piebecca  Carmalt 
ayes) 
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Carmalt 

Jonathan  Carmalt  1735  Hannah 

b.  b. 

living  in  1757/3  living  in  1758 

Issue: 

1.  James  (b.  8  mo.  6,  1735) ,  married  6  mo.  20,  1758,  Susanna  Say 

2.  Caleb  (7  mo.  2,  1737 — 1819),  unmarried 

3.  Rebecca  (6  mo.  7,  1739 — 1821),  unmarried 

5«  John  (b,  7  mo.  27*  1752),  unmarried 

5*  William  (b.  9  mo.  11,  1756),  died  in  infancy 

6,  Mary  (b.  1752),  of  this  line,  married  Jacob  Howell.  See  Howell 

7*  William  (b.  6  mo.  1755) *  died  young 

0,  Jonat’ian  (8  mo.  17,  1753 — 1830) ,  unmarried 

Jonathan  Carmalt  from  Carlisle,  England 

Jonathan  Carmalt  emigrated  to  Philadelphia  from  Carlisle  in  Cumber¬ 
land  County,  England,  about  1730,  His  first  wife,  Rebecca,  whom  he  married 
before  5  mo.  13,  1728,  when  their  daughter  was  born,  died  before  1735  when 
he  married  Hannah.  Rebecca’s  daughter  had  evidently  died  in  infancy  as  no 
name  was  given. 

He.  married  Hannah  at  the  log  meeting  house  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  in  1735,  and  they  had  eight  children,  the  sixth  being  Mary,  of  this 
line,  who  married  Jacob  Howell.’*’ 

Jonathan  Carmalt  and  his  family  lived  near  Philadelphia,  and  sometime 
about  the  ;year  1755  his  eldest  son  James,  then  about  twenty,  accompanied  by 
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their  negro  servant  Pompcy,  made  a  trip  into  Philadelphia. 

On  the  way  home  he  was  attacked  by  thugs  and  overpowered  until 

Pompcy’ s  adroit  action  drove  them  off,  and  his  life  was  spared. 

Shortly  after  that  James’  sister  Rebecca  (b.  1739)  embroidered  a 

handsome  sampler  showing  the  family  group  on  the  shaded  lawn  in  front  of  their 

country  house.  The  father  and  mother  are  seated,  and  so  is  the  eldest  son 

James.  Pack  of  his  chair  stands  Porapey,  included,  the  story  goes,  because 

2 

he  had  saved  his  young  master’s  life. 

James  Carmalt  married  Susannah  Say,  daughter  of  Thomas  Say,  at 

’’Uptown  Meeting,"  6  mo.  30,  1798.  Their  son  Thomas  Say  Carmalt  was  born  - 

10  mo.  29,  1760.  In  1739  James  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Amicable  Library 

3 

Company  of  Philadelphia.  He  and  his  sister  Mary,  of  this  line,  who  married 
Jacob  Howell  (See  Howell),  were  the  only  members  of  the  Carma3.t  family  to 
marry. 

I'.  Gilbert  Cope  Collection,  Ca-Carm,  213;  Sophie  Seldon  Rogers  Coll., 

gen  , ,  663,  G.S.P. 

Kotn? 

2.  Family  tradition  told  to  Mrs.  Ralph  C.  Wilson  who  owns  a  photograph  of 
the  sampler.  The  father  had  the  faces  painted  on  the  embroidered  figures. 

The  original  is  thought  to  be  in  the  Rivinus  family  of  Philadelphia. 


3.  Pa.  Mag.,  XXIX,  219,  220;  XLII,  201 
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Vernon 


Randall  Vernon  1670  Sarah  Bradshaw 
b.  I6I4O  b. 

d.  1725  d.  1718/9 

Issue: 

1*  Hannah,  married  Caleb  Harrison 
2,  Jacob  (d.  17U0) 5  married  Ann  Ycarsley 
3*  Joseph 

h»  Sarah  (1689 — 17 59),  of  this  line,,  married  Jacob  Howell 
See  Howell 

Randle  Vernon  of  Nether  Providence,  Chester  County ,  Pennsylvania 

Randle  Vernon  (d.  1725)  was  living  at  Marsden  in  Cheshire,  England, 
when  he  inarried  Sarah  Bradshaw,  of  Standthorn,  by  Friends  ceremony,  at  the 
house  of  Thomas  Vernon  at  Standthorn  November  lit,  1670.  He  was  a  weaver 
by  trade.'1' 

The  persecution  of  Quakers  in  Cheshire  was  unabated  in  1682  when 

Randle  Vernon  and  his  family  decided  to  immigrate  to  the  newly-established 

Quaker  province  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  said  that  Thomas  and  Robert  Vernon, 

who  came  at  the  same  time,  were  his  brothers.  They  all  settled  in  Nether 

2 

Providence  Township,  Chester  County. 

In  1687  Randle  Vernon  represented  Chester  County  in  the  Assembly, 
and  in  1692  served  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. ^  (This  service  in  the 


Assembly  permits  qualifying  descendants  to  accept  membership  in  the  Colonial 
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Dames,  and  the  men’s  society  of  Colonial  Wars.) 

Sarah  Vernon  died  February  18,  171 8/9^  and  Randle  lived  to  the  age 
of  eighty -five.  He  had  executed  a  will  on  August  2,  1715  (proved  July  1^, 
1725)  in  which  he  named  his  wife  Sarah,  and  children  Hannah  (firs.  Caleb 
Harrison,  Jacob,  Joseph,  and  Sarah  (Mrs.  Jacob  Howell),  of  this  line.^1 2 3 4 

1.  Cheshire  Monthly  Meeting  Records,  Somerset  House,  London,  book  219, 
19j  J«  E.  Turner  Collection,  Vernon,  6  Hall  of  Records,  Dover  (H.R.D.) 

2.  Futhey  and  Cope,  History  of  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  755 

3.  Pennsylvania  Archives ,  IX,  2  ser.,  683,  676 


U.  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania  wills,  A  168,  Turner  Collection,  Vernon, 
(H.R.D.) 
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